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\HE ſecurity and MA & TD... againſt F oreign Tovaſion 
muſt, in a great degree, depend upon the ſtate, the arrangement, and 
the well-regulated direction of our r Naval Forces in time of war. 


With the reliance every Englifhoan had juſtly placed on this protection, 
it cannot, therefore, be matter of ſurprize, that the Parliament and the 
Public ſhould have manifeſted a conſiderable anxiety to receive from Govern- 
ment an explanation, as minute as circumſtances and prudence would admit, 
of the ſteps taken by the Admiralty to prevent or defeat the late Expedition 
of the Enemy againſt the Coaſt of Ireland. 


— 


Parliament met, after the receſs, on the 14th of February, and on the 
17th Mr. Whitbread, in the Houſe of Commons, gave notice of a motion 
upon this ſubject. Few queſtions, perhaps, were ever brought before the 
Houle, in which, previous to the diſcuſſion, the advantage, on the one hand, 
of popular prejudices, accidental alarms, and general rumours, were more 
decidedly i in favor of Oppoſition ; and, on the other, in —_ Adminiſtra- 
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tion had not only to contend with theſe difficulties out of doors, but, in 


the Houſe, to meet the judgement of many too reaſonable to draw con- 


viction from opinions, however prevalent and popular ; too candid to con- 
dema on the evidence of rumours, however credited and general; and 
too firm to yield to the panic of exaggerated alarms ; but certainly more 
or leſs under the influence of theſe impreſſions, beſet with doubts which 
bare aſſertions could nct clear up, and fraught with ſuſpicions, which a 
connected chain of unequivocal proofs could alone remove. It cannot be 
denied, that the iſſue of this Expedition, however unfavorable to the 
Enemy, had alſo been felt as a diſappointment in this country; and that 
in a War like this, of uniform Naval Superiority, and uninterrupted Naval 
Succeſs, tke Public, with expectations, ſanguine in proportion to theſe 
advantages, was entitled to an explanation of the cauſes by which, in this 
inſtance, they were fruſtrated. | 


This ſtatement was firſt given to the Houſe, in a moſt able and per- 


ſpicuous ſpeech, by Mr. Dundas, who roſe to anſwer Mr. Whitbread, It 


is from this ſpeech, and from the ſpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
in the ſame debate, that the following Facts have been ſclected, with a 
reference to the diſtin& proofs on which they reſpectively reſt, as they appear 
in the documents laid before the Houſe, in ſupport of their aſſertions. 


Our reaſons far giving this ſtatement to the Public, in it's preſent ſhape, 
are, the extreme importance of the queſtion ; the impoſſibility, from it's 
complicated nature, and the variety of dates, orders and communications 
on which it's merits reſt, of it's being accurately ſtated in any of the Par- 
liamentary Reports; and an anxiety, no leſs urgent in policy than in juſtice, 


that the Department entruſted with the moſt eſſential part of our Public 


Force, ſhould not ſuffer in the Public opinion. 


It was with this laſt impreſſion upon his mind that Mr. Dundas, at the 


outſet of his ſpeech, thanked Mr. Whitbread for the opportunity he had 


given him of laying before the Houſe and the Public every circumſtance 
relative 


1 


relative to the Expedition, neceſſary to eſtabliſh a complete juſtificaticn of 
the Admiralty and of the Naval Officers employed on the occaſion, and that 
be pledged himſelf to with-hold no official communication, which could be 
thought neceſſary by any impartial man for this purpoſe. - Papers of intel- 
ligence, and information procured by ſecret means, the Houſe could not 
expect; they could not be laid before them without endangering the Public 
ſafery, and the ſafety of individuals; to which the Hcuſe wou'd not conſent. 


They were, moreover, unneceſſary to the preſent enquiry, as fur as it 
went to aſcertain the ſteps taken by the Admiralty on the occaſion, and 


whether thoſe ſteps were ſuch as called -for the approbation or cenſure of 
that Houſe and of the Country. | 


Having premiſed with theſe aſſurances, Mr. Dundas proceeded to ſtate 
the two following propoſitions, as thoſe which he ſhould undertake to prove 
to the Houſe, namely, 


iſt. That the orders given, and the meaſures taken, in obedience to 

thoſe orders, were ſuch as could leave no ground for blame, and would, 

on the contrary, afford a complete juſtification of the Admiralty, and of 
the Officers employed under them. | 


2d. That calculated, as thoſe orders and thoſe meaſures were, to enſure, 
(as far as human judgement and foreſight could effect) the defeat of the 
Enemy's deſigns, by the deſtruction of their Expedition, that deſtruQion 
was only prevented by the ſtate of the weather. 


Pledging himſelf to produce incontrovertible proofs of theſe two pro- 
poſitions, he diſclaimed all indulgence or confidence on the part of the 
Houſe, and had only to call upon their impartiality, and to requeſt their 
attention, | 


When Parliament met on the 6th of October laſt, His Majeſly ſtated to 
the Houſe, that the Enemy had maniſeſted a deſign of invading theſe 


kingdoms 


BEE 


kingdoms; and, in conformity to His Majeſty's invitation, the Houſe 
immediately proceeded to adopt ſuch meaſures of internal defence as 
appeared beſt calculated to repel or defeat any hoſtile attempt on this 
Country. Whilſt the attention of Parliament was called to this important 
ohject, it was the obvious duty of Adminiſtration to conſider in what man- 
ner the Naval Force, then at their diſpoſal, could be moſt advantageouſly 
employed to counteract and prevent ſuch deſigns in their outſet, conſiſtently, 
at the ſame time, with the continuance of the protection due to our Commerce 
and Convoys, to our diſtant Poſſeſſions, to the ſafety of our Allies, and with 
the annoyance of the Commerce and Maritime Purſuits of the Enemy. 
Each of theſe ſubjects required a diſtinct conſideration ; each, ſeparately, was 
too important to be overlooked ; whilſt the arrangement of the whole was to 
be combined, for the purpoſe of mutual ſupport and joint co-operation. 


The account called for in Parliament being confined to the particular 
ſubject of the Attempt againſt Ireland, it cannot be neceſſary to enter into 
the detail of other Naval operations, which were proceeding at the ſame 
time. Some of them had a collateral connexion with the ſteps taken for 
oppoſing that Attempt, and to theſe it may be neceſſary to have a ſhort 
occaſional reference. Others, more remote and detached, will not require 
any ſpecific notice, and are only generally adverted to here, as tending 


materially to give weight to a conſideration, in our opinion, not ſufficiently 


impreſſed upon the Public Mind. Woe mean the conſideration ariſing 
from the different ſituation of this Country and of the Enemy with reſpect 
to this Expedition. On their ſide were all the advantages which belong to 
Offenſive War—of chooſing the time and the mode of commencing their 
operations, and of determining beforehand the preciſe point to which they 
ſhould be directed; whilſt no intelligence we could procure, no precaution 
or diligence we could employ, could fix our conjectures, or enable us to 
act with the ſame degree of certainty on theſe points. But were theſe the 
only circumſtances favorable to them on this occaſion ? Is there no difference 
x-tween France, directing it's Naval Force to this ſingle Expedition, and 


England, with a Force certainly infinitely ſuperior, but diſtributed for the 
| ſafety 
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ſafety of our Poſſeſſions in every part of the World, protecting our nu- 
merous Convoys on every Sea, watching and humbling our other Maritime 
Enemies in other quarters, and ſucceſsfully contending for Naval Supe- 
riority in all ls there no difference between a Power, reſolving to riſk, in 
one deſperate attempt, the whole remains of a Fleet once formidable, but 
now, by a ſucceſſion of diſaſters certainly unavailing, and, by the peculiar 
circumſtances of that Country, perhaps unneceſſary for the general pur- 
poſes of Maritime War; and a Power whoſe reſources, ſecurity, and almoſt 
it's exiſtence, depend on a conſtant attention to all theſe purpoſes ? Let the 
exertions by which our Navy has contributed to our invaluable Foreign 
Conqueſts in the Eaſt and Welt Indies Let our trade, every where pro- 
tected and increaſed, that of the Enemy every where interrupted and 
deſtroyed—Let the 1it of June 1794—the 23d of June 1795—tae capture 


at Saldanha Bay—the 14th of February 1797, tell how efficaciouſly all 


theſe meaſures have been fulfilled. 


The protection of our own Coaſts may be our firſt, but is not our only 
object. In every. channel, through which Foreign Commerce and Foreign 
Poſſeſſions contribute to the wealth and proſperity of theſe kingdoms, we 
have a ſtake to defend and preſerve, whilſt the Enemy, differently ſituated, 
were at liberty to riſk their only ſtake upon one deſperate adventure. 


A few moments reflexion on theſe obſervations will induce every con- 


ſiderate perſon to make a fair allowance for the different ſituation of the 


two Governments in this reſpect; and it is at preſent the leſs neceſſary to 
proceed further in them, as they are thrown out on this occaſion to ſhew the 
arduous taſk and general merit of our Naval Adminiſtration ; and by no 


means with a view of accounting for any ſuppoſed deficiency of Force, or 


want of readineſs on our part, during the. attempt to invade Ireland. If 


our ſhips had been unprepared, or inadequate to meet the Enemy, great 


blame would certainly attach to the Admiralty ; but as they would have 
deſerved no indulgence, it is now neceſſary to ſhew they want none for any 
deficiency or remiſſneſs in theſe reſpects, | 
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From an early period of the preparations of the Enemy for this Expedi- 
tion, it appears that Adminiſtration received regular and correct intelligence 
of it's progreſs; but that there were conſiderable and frequent variations 
in the reports of their Secret Agents with reſpect to it's deſtination. At 
one time ſome principal poſſeſſion of this Country out of Europe; at 
another, Gibraltar was ſaid to be their object; but about the middle of 
October, when the Equipment began to aſſume a more regular ſhape, 
Miniſters obtained ſuch information as left them no room to doubt that the 
intended point of attack was either Ireland or Portugal. It is indeed by no 
means improbable that the French Government had both theſe objects in 
contemplation, and that no final preference was given to either, until a very 
ſhort time before the ſailing of the Expedition. This cannot be ſtated as 
a poſitive fact, but as matter of reaſonable opinion and conjecture, founded 
on ſeveral circumſtances, unneceſſary and inconvenient to diſcloſe, We ſhall 
therefore not dwell upon them, nor ſhall we advert to certain occurrences, 
which, upon this ſuppoſition, may, in our opinion, have contributed to 
determine the French Directory to make their attempt upon Ireland, 
How far theſe occurrences might be traced to the public declarations and 
conduct of a Party amongſt ourſelves is certainly a point of diſcuſſion 
not entirely unconnected with the preſent enquiry; as it makes, however, 
no part of the juſtification of the Admiralty, it is not our deſign to throw 
out charges againſt others. Our ſtatement requires no ſuch aſſiſtance. 
We purpoſely paſs over in ſilence the miſchievous effects of party violence, 
the better to defy the ſuſpicion that recrimination makes any part of our 


defence. 


To procecd in our ſubject, it appears that as ſoon as Miniſters were poſ- 
ſeed of certain intelligence that the deſigns of the Enemy were confined 
either to Ireland or to Portugal, the Inſtructions (No. 1.) in the Appendix 
were tranſinitted on the 21ſt of October ro Vice Admiral Thomſon, then 
in the command of the Britiſn Squadron off Breſt, We ſhall not diſcuſs 
theſe Inſtructions, becauſe, in the debate, they were allowed, by all ſides, 
to be perfectly proper, and well adapted to the circumſtances under which 
they were given. They direct the Admiral to take the moſt effectual means 

of 
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of watching the movements of the Enemy, not to be diverted from the 
principal object of intercepting the Expedition by any partial Sailing of any 
of their Ships of War; and laſtly, in caſe of it's putting to Sea and ſtanding 
to the Southward, to ſend information thereof to Vice Admiral Vandeput 
at Liſbon; in caſe of it's taking a courſe to the Northward, to Vice Admiral 
Kingſmill at Cork; and in either caſe to fend an account thereof to the 


neareſt Port in England. 


On the 25th of October Vice Admiral Colpoys was appointed to ſucceed 
Vice Admiral Thomſon, (who had been ordered to proceed to Gibraltar) 
and took the command of the Squadron off Breſt on the 2gth of October, 
acting under the ſame orders as his predeceſſor. The better to enable the 
Vice Admiral to fulfil his inſtructions, Sir Edward Pellew, with his Squa- 
dron of Frigates, was put under his orders, and ſtationed by the Vice Ad- 
miral off Breſt, to reconnoitre at the time of the departure of the Enemy's 
Squadron from thence. The unremitting activity and enterprizing ſpirit of 
Sir Edward Pellew, joined to his local knowledge of Breſt Water, rendered 
him peculiarly proper for this Service, His brilliant Succefs in the preſent 
War can have left no doubt to the Enemy or to ourſelves of his poſſeſſing, 
in an eminent degree, the qualities we have now aſcribed to him. The 
duty he had to fulfil called for an Officer of this deſcription, The Choice 
was equal to the importance of the Truſt, creditable to Sir Edward and to 
rhe Admiralty, a proof of confidence honorable to the former, of vigilance 
and attention no leſs honorable to the latter. 


The Enemy, it appears, got under weigh on the 15th of December, 
and put to Sea on the 16th. On the former day Sir Edward Pellew, ob- 
ſerving them getting under weigh in Breſt Harbour, ſent information thereof 
to Vice Admiral Colpoys “; and at Seven in the Morning of the 16th he 
ſent a Lugger under his orders to the Marlborough, (the look-out Ship of 
the Vice Admiral's Fleet) with a Meſſage, ſtating, that he hoped ſoon to be 
able to determine if the Enemy's Fleet wvas gone t6 Sea or had anchored in 

b Bartheaume, 


* Incloſure (A) in No. 5, of the Appendix. 
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Baribeaume, and that be would bis Report by the Frigate . Both theſe com- 
munications were received on the 16th by the Vice Admiral, who was 
then lying not more than Nine Leagues from Breſt ; but the ſubſequent 
Report, which Sir Edward diſpatched a few hours afterwards by the Re- 
yolutionnaire Frigate, did not reach the Vice Admiral till the 22d ; nor was 
Sir Edward himſelf more fortunate in falling in with him, notwithſtanding 
his utmoſt exertions to this effect. 


The circumſtances and reaſons of this mortifying diſappointment are ſo 
forcibly ſtated in Vice Admiral Colpoys's Letter of the 18th of December, 
| that we cannot forbear reſtating the them in his own words: “ Since the 161th 
i at day-break (he ſays) I have had no tidings whatever of Sir Edward Pellew, 
or the French Fleet; nor from the ſtate of the Winds and Weather was it poſſible 
to hive bad any ; for they have been as adverſe to my wiſhes as the Enemy could 
fire 1. Can any language deſcribe more diſtinctly the ſituation of the 
| Fleet at that moment? Is there an Engliſhman who, in Vice Admiral 
| Colpoys's ſituation, would have been a ſtranger to thoſe wiſhes of which he 
l ſpeaks in ſuch emphatic terms? If there be—he muſt be a ſtranger indeed 
4 ta Courage, to Glory, to every generous feeling of Public Spirit and 
National Pride, glowing in the gallant Admiral's breaſt when he wrote theſe 
Words :—* They are as adverſe to my wiſhes as the Enemy could defire.” — What 
| | but this hazy weather, and theſe adverſe winds, could have ſaved the Enemy 
1 | from defeat in this very outſet of the Expedition? The Fleet under Vice 
4 Admiral Colpoys, conſiſted of Fifteen Sail of the Line, Four of which were 
| of Three Decks—a force certainly equal, at leaſt, to that of the Enemy, 
conſiſting of Sixteen Sail of Two-decked Ships; even putting wholly out of 
the queſtion the ſuperior equipment, {kill and ſeamanſhip on the part of the 
Britiſh Fleet, and the incumbered and unſerviceable ſtate of that of the Enemy. 
Here then, in the firſt inſtance, we find the French Fleet owing its eſcape 
to the Elements ;—how far it's ſubſequent preſervation againſt the ſuperiority 
and vigilance of our Forces, and it's ultimate return to Port, may be 
aſcribed to the interpoſition of the ſame Cauſes, will appear from the obſer- 


vations 
® Inclofurec in No, 6. of the Appendix; + Appendix, No. 6. 
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vations we ſhall hereafter have occaſion to make. But we cannot proceed 
without remarking that the Enemy themſelves were ſo convinced, on the 
one hand, of their inability to meet the Britiſh Fleet; and on the other, of 
the difficulty of eſcaping it, in ordinary weather, and by ſteering the 
ordinary and ſafe courſe out of Breſt, that all the riſks of hazy and tem- 
peſtuous weather, and of a dangerous, unfreqnted paſſage out, were ſub- 
mitted to, in order to avoid the greater riſk of an engagement. Owing to 
this manceuvre we find one of their Line of Battle Ships was loſt going 
through the Bec du Raz, and near a thouſand men were drowned “. 


Several circumſtances, it appears, and poſſibly the ſtate of the intelligence 
at the time of the Enemy's failing, induced Sir Edward Pellew and Vice 
Admiral Colpoys (as ſoon as he heard of their being at Sea) to believe they 
were deſtined to act againſt Portugal. 


We have nothing to obſerve upon this opinion, formed upon circum- 
ſtances and the intelligence of the moment; but it is of great importance to 
conſider the conduct of Admiral Colpoys, ſubſequent to the 22d of De- 
cember, and the grounds which regulared that conduct until his arrival at 


Spitkead. 


His letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty of the 23d +, and his jour- 
nal + will enable us to decide upon the one and the other. Under the 
uncertainty in which, from want of intelligence, he remained until the 22d, 
whether the Enemy were gone to ſea, or returned to port, and with the 
great probability, in caſe of the former event, of their having been ſo diſ- 
perſed by the tempeſtuous weather as to be obliged to return to port, he 
very judiciouſly determined to endeavour to preſerve his ſtation off Breſt, as 
the moſt likely place of receiving, on the one hand, intelligence which 
might clear up his doubts, or orders from home which might direct his 


ſubſequent motions, and on the other, of intercepting the Enemy, in caſe 
| | b 2 of 


* Incloſure in No. 27, Appendix. 
+ Appendix, No. 26. t Ditto, No. 41. 
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of their ſeparation and return *. His opinion that their Fleet was diſ- 
perſed, was certainly well founded, and his having fallen in on the 20th 
with an Enemy's Squadron f of Six Sail, ſteering for Breſt, naturally con- 
firmed his expectation that ſome, if not all the Diviſions of it, were attempt- 
ing to return to port. Under theſe circumſtances, it is impoſſible to con- 
tend, that his determinatio@'to remain on his ſtation was not the moſt 
judicious that could be formed ; but when, from the increaſing violence of 
the weather, he found it impracticable to retain it any longer, without the 
greateſt danger of being diſperſed and totally diſabled, he directed his ſhips, 
in caſe of ſeparation, not to return to port, but to collect off the Lizard, 
as a point from which he might moſt eaſily return to his ſtation, or proceed 
to. any other quarter; and he gaye information of this rendezvous to the 
Admiralty, by which he certainly made, at the ſame time, the moſt effectual 
arrangement his ſituation would admit of, for receiving orders, intelligence, 
or reinforcements from home. As he had foreſeen, the heavy gale from 
the ſouth-weſt in ſome degree diſperſed and: damaged his Fleet, and when 
the ſhips, according to orders, attempted to bring-to off the Lizard, it's 
increaſing violence was ſuch that they could not, without. the utmoſt riſk of 
being totally diſabled or loſt, remain at that rendezvous. In this predica- 
ment, ſome of the ſhips, having parted company, made Plymouth and the 
Weſtern ports, and on the gift of December the Admiral anchored at 
Spithead' with only Six Sail of the Line. | 


We ſhould here terminate that part of our explanation which relates to 
Admiral Colpoys's conduct, with a full confidence of having ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed. that no imputation of blame can attach on the arrangements or 

| | the 


The impreſſion upon Admiral Colpoys's mind, from balancing the different intelligence he 
had received, appears evidently, from his correſpondence, to have been, that the Enemy had 
continued to ſteer a ſoutherly courſe, and that the Expedition was probably directed againſt 
Liſbon. If he had therefore quitted his ſtation, he muſt have ated in conſequence of that 
impreflion, and have preceeded off the Coaſt of Portugal, a courſe widely different from that 
which the Enemy had aQually taken. 

+ This Squadron, it is now known, was a Diviſion which had been ſent from Toulon under 
Admiral Villeneuve, 
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ihe inſtructions of the Admiralty, with reſpect to his Squadron, and that 
every thing which ſkill and judgment could ſuggeſt, was attempted by the 
Admital, as well to fulfil his inſtructions, as in the exerciſe of his diſcretion- 
ary power, under all the unforeſeen circumſtances we have already ſtated ; 
but, before we take leave of this ſubject, we mult ſay a few words in anſwer to 
an idle, but general rumour, that the Squadron was prevented from following 
the Enemy, and obliged to return to port, from want of water and proviſions. 
The refutation of this abſurd falſehood lies in a very few words. The inten- 
tion, more than once expreſſed by Admiral Colpoys, in his correſpondence to 
which we have ſo often referred, of following the Enemy to Portugal or elſe- 
where, as ſoon: as he ſhould receive intelligence of the courſe they had ſteered, 
would be, to every candid man, a ſufficient preſumption that he did not want 
ſtores or proviſions for ſuch a voyage; but the fact is incontrovertibly proved 
by the ſtate and condition of the reſpective ſhips of the Squadron, as reported 
on their return to port, to which Paper“ we ſhall therefore refer, with the 
following ſingle obſervation only. It is a frequent practice of ſhips at ſea, to 
afford aſſiſtance of Proviſions, Stores and Water, to each other, according to 
their reſpective means or exigencies. This practice, however, is liable to 
the occaſional interruption of the weather not permitting the neceſſary com- 
munication for the purpoſe ; but, in general, care is taken to provide 
2gainſt ſuch caſualties in the intervals of fair weather, before the ſtock of 
any particular Ship is ſo far reduced, as to expoſe it to real diſtreſs from the 
temporary occurrence of a Gale of Wind; ſo that it is not unfair in argu- 
ment, to conſider the ſtate and condition of the Fleet from the average of 
the ſupply ; but, in this. inſtance, no charge of neglect could be ſubſtantiated 
by the more minute inſpection of each Ship; although, from having been 
longer at Sea, or other circumſtances ſtated in the report itſelf, ſome were 
certainly not ſo fully provided as others. The caſe of the Powerful making 
a ſignal, on the 25th of December, that ſhe could no longer keep company, 
and her arrival in Ireland, with a' very ſmall ſupply of water, will, I am 
aware, be quoted as a particular fact againſt the general mode of reaſoning ; 
but it mult be obſerved, that this ſhip was in want of repair, and that the 
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Admiral conſequently, having foreſeen the neceſſity of ſending her ſoon into 
Port, had either not thought it neceſſary to ſupply her from other ſhips with 
a greater proportion of articles than would be neceſſary for that purpbſe, or 
that, from the ſame motive, he had withdrawn a part of her ſupplies for the 
uſe of the remainder of the Fleet. But, on whatever ſuppoſition we proceed, 
the ſeparation of one damaged ſhip, and her return to port, are events neither 
extraordinary in themſelves, nor affording, in the preſent caſe, any ground 
whatever for cenſure, and which certainly would have made but little dif- 
| ference in the reſult, had it been the good fortune of Admiral Colpoys 
to have fallen in with the Enemy's Squadron, 


Before we enter upon the next part of this diſcuſſion, which relates to the 
proceedings of the Squadron which ſailed from Spithead on the 3d of Ja- 
nuary, 1797, under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſtate, in a few words, a circumſtance reſpecting an anterior ſervice, 
on which a principal part of the Ships of this Squadron had been employed, 
previous to their laſt return into port to refit. On the 16th of Auguſt 1796, 
theſe ſhips were ſent on a cruize off Breſt, under the command of Rear Ad- 
miral Sir R. Curtis, and Vice Admiral Thompſon failed on the 15th of Octo- 
ber to relizve him; but information having been then received of the Enemy's 
Squadron, under Admiral Richery, being on it's return from Newfound- 
land, it was thought neceſſary that Sir Roger Curtis, inſtead of returning 
immediately into port, ſhould be detached with eight fail of the line and 
two frigates, in hopes of intercepting it; and accordingly, on the 18th of 
October, he was ordered to cruize for the Enemy off Rochfort during four- 
teen days, and then to return to the Admiral's rendezvous off Breſt in the 
firſt inſtance, which he, did on the 7th of November. Admiral Colpoys 
(who had then aſſumed the command) having received ſubſequent intelli- 
gence of Admiral Richery, Sir R. Curtis was diſpatched a /econd time on a 
cruize to the ſouthward, from which he did not return to Spithead till the 
18th of November. Thus we find that theſe ſhips were kept at ſea with a 
view of intercepting Richery, at leaſt one month after they had been re- 


lieyed by Admiral Thompſon. This ſervice not only retarded their refitting, 
which 
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which would otherwiſe have commenced a month ſooner, but by having 
been kept ſo much longer at ſea, they had neceſſarily more defects to repair, 
and a greater deficiency of ſtores and proviſions to replace . It was the 
intention of the Admiralty to have ſent them to relieve the ſhips under 
Admiral Colpoys, and accordingly, on the 16th of December, four days 
before any accounts were received of the French Fleet having failed, the 
Aſtrea Frigate was actually diſpatched to Admiral Colpoys to inform him that 
in a few days Lord Bridport would relieve him with ten fail of the line, 
and enable him, by this reinforcement, to bring in ſuch ſhips of his 
Squadron as might have been longeſt at ſea. In this intention Lord 
Bridport hoifted his flag at Spithead on the 19th of December. On the 2oth 
accounts were received by the Adqiralty from Sir E. Pelle of the French 
Fleet having left Breſt, This intelligence rendered it neceſſary to make a 
new arrangement for the Squadron under Lord Bridport; for as it was un- 
certain what courſe the French Fleet had ſteered, it became neceſſary to de- 
tain the ſhips that were ready, till as many more could be fitted as would 
form a Squadron equal to that of the Enemy. In order to ſhew ar once the 
neceſſity and importance of this precaution, let us ſuppoſe (what at that time 
was certainly poſſible, and to be apprehended) that Admiral Colpoys had been 
led to look for the Enemy in a direction which they had not taken, for inſtance 
towards the Coaſt of Portugal, where he muſt have proceeded if he had felt 
himſelf juſtified in quitting his ſtation at all, and acting upon ſuch conjectures 
as the intelligence he had received induced him at the time to conſider as the 
moſt plauſible, what would have been the conſequence ? That they might 
have been on the Coaſt of Ireland, in the neighbourhood of the Channel, or 
even in the Channel, and on our own Coaſts with a fleet ſuperior to ours. 
The conſideration of this caſe, which might have happened, in the ſuppoſi- 
tion we have now ſtated, was fully ſufficient to determine the Admiralty to 
detain Lord Bridport for a very few days, until ſome additional ſhips, then in 


great forwardneſs, could be made compleatly ready to proceed with him. 
| | . Other 


»The whole of Sir R. Curtis's Squadron, with the ſingle exception of the Pompee, formed 
a part of Lord Bridport's Fleet. The ſeven others were the Formidable, Atlas, Cæſar, Mars, 
Triumph, Orion, and Irreſiſtible, 
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Other ſuppoſitions ſuggeſted nothing which could over · rule a due attention 
to this contingency; for in reaſoning upon them, the Admiralty could only 
conclude either that Admiral Colpoys would be ſo fortunate as to follow the 
Enemy in the courſe they had taken, or that he would remain on his ſtation, 
until he ſhould receive ſuch intelligence as might enable him to proceed with 
ceertainty in their purſuit. There was nothing in either of theſe caſes which 
called fo urgently for Lord Bridport's departure, as to compenſate for the 
more probable riſk of the firſt caſe. As long as Admiral Colpoys was on his 
ſtation, he was in the beſt poflible way of receiving intelligence. If, by 
leaving it, he had met with the Enemy, there could be no doubt that our 
wiſhes were accompliſhed, and their deſigns defeated. If he had left it with- 
out meeting with them, we of courſe return to the — 


ſuppoſition. 


It was therefore the duty of the Admiralty to act upon the firſt en 
tion, and accordingly, from this moment, the force at Spithead placed under 
Lord Bridport was ſufficiently augmented to enable him io meet the Enemy's 
Fleet, without depending upon any reinforcement from other quarters, ex- 
"cept one ſhip of the line and a frigate, which were to join him from Ply- 
mouth, on his paſſage down Channel. On the 2oth * the intelligence of 
the Enemy's being at ſea was tranſmitted to Lord Bridport, with orders to 
uſe every means in his power to get the ſhips under his command in a ſtate 
of readineſs to put to ſea, Lord Bridport acknowledged the receipt of this 
order on the 21ſt , and ſtated his opinion and expectation that he ſhould be 
ready to ſail on the 24th or 25th. It has been urged, as a charge of neglect 
upon the Admiralty, that Lord Bridport's Fleet could not be completely ready 
in leſs than four days. After the circumſtances we have already ſtated of 
the ſituation on the 16th of December, of the more limited force, with 
which Lord Bridport was then to have relieved Admiral Colpoys, and of 
the cauſes which had retarded the refitting of that force, we ſcarcely think 
ſuch a charge will be thought to deſerve any further anſwer, or be found in 


any 
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any reſpect applicable to = which rendered neceſſary. a more” 
extenſive ſcale of preparation. On the contrary, if any allowance is made 


for the ſhortneſs of the days at that period of the year, and the frequent 
interruption to which all communication from the harbour and dock-yard 
with the ſhipping at Spithead is' liable from the weather, during thoſe few 
hours of day-light, the exertions by which the fleet was compleatly pre- 
pared in ſo ſhort a time, will appear highly creditable to the Admiralty and 
che other departments concerned, and an irrefragable proof, that on' the 
20th of December they were in a very forward ſtate of preparation. 


On the 22d of December Lord Bridport was furniſhed with InftruGtions * 
to endeavour, in the firſt inſtance, to join Admiral Colpoys upon his ren- 
dezvous, and in cafe of not finding him there, and of there being reaſon to 
believe that he had quitted it in queſt of the Enemy, then to make a ſhew 
of his force off Breſt ; and having ſo done, in caſe he ſhould not have been 
able to obtain any certain intelligence of the French Fleet being in the 
neighbourhood, to proceed off Cape Clear, from whence, if no information 
of the Enemy could be obtained on the Coaſt of Ireland, he was to return 
off Breſt. 


On the 24th Lord Bridport was furniſhed with further Inſtructions +, 
directing him, as ſoon as he ſhould have joined Vice- Admiral Colpoys, to 
proceed with ſeventeen ſail of the line directly off Cape Clear, without en- 
deavouring to make a ſhew of his force off Breſt ; and if he ſhould not 
very ſoon fall in with the Vice-Admiral, without ſuffering. any delay by 
looking for him, to proceed off Cape Clear with the ſhips already under 
his command. 


It is particularly important to call the attention of the Public to this ſe. 
cond order, given ſeven days before any intelligence reached this country of 
the Enemy being really on the Coaſt of Ireland; becauſe, by placing in ſo 


ſtrong a point of view the attention of Government to the ſecurity and de- 
c fence 
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fence of our Siſter Kingdom, under circumſtances of doubt; firſt, whether 
the Enemy had directed their operations to that quarter, and, ſecondly, whe- 
ther, in that caſe, Vice-Admiral Colpoys might not have already followed 
them thither, we think it affords, without further diſcuſſion, a compleat 
anſwer to every charge of remiſſneſs or negle& with reſpe& to the ſafety of 
Ireland. 


In conformity to Lord Bridport's ſtatement in his letter of the 21ſt, the 
Fleet was ready and got under weigh on the 25th, at One P. M. Unfor- 
tunately, from the zeal and eagerneſs ſo natural to Britiſh Officers putting 
to ſea under ſuch circumſtances, 'two of the ſhips, (the Sanſpareille and 
Prince) ran foul of each other, and a third (the Atlas) got on ſhore. Theſe 
untoward circumſtances were rendered more diſtreſſing by the ſtate of the 
wind and tide in the evening of that day being ſuch as to prevent ſeveral 
other ſhips reaching St. Helen's ; fo that Lord Bridport found himſelf obliged 
to come to anchor there with only eight fail, in order to wait for the re- 
mainder, which he had then every reaſon to expect would join him the next day. 
T hoſe who judge of human undertakings without enquiry or reflection, and 
blindly award blame or commendation, according as the reſult accords with 
their wiſhes and expectations, have cenſured Lord Bridport for not proceed- 
ing with eight fail only, inſtead of waiting a few hours for the remainder. 
No man, however prejudiced, will, we conceive, adhere to this haſty deci- 
ſion, which ſtrikes unjuſtly at the character of a moſt gallant Officer, when 
he reflects for a moment that the firſt accounts of the Enemy's Fleet being 
diſperſed and on the coaſt of Ireland did not reach this country till the 3 1ſt 
of December; that nothing was known of Admiral Colpoys's movements, 
and conſequently that at this period nothing had occurred to alter or weaken 
the conſiderations we have already ſtated againſt his going with ten ſail of 
the line. Beſides, could it be expected Lord Bridport ſhould foreſee that as 
long as the wind continued favourable for his going to ſea from St. HEelen's, 
it would be ſuch as to prevent a junction of the fix ſhips then detained at 
Spithead ? This however was the real ſtate of affairs, during the 26th and 
27th of December, as is fully proved by the letters from Admiral Sir 
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Peter Parker to Mr. Nepean * of the 26th, 27th, and 28th of that mpnth. 
On the 28th the wind changed, and became unfavourable for proceeding 
from St. Helen's. On the 29th the whole Squadron collected at St. Helen's, 
where they were detained by the wind till the 3d of January, when they 
ſailed for their deſtination. Among the idle ſurmiſes which have been made 
on the detention of the Fleet, during the 26th and 27th of December, there 
are two which it may be neceſſary not to paſs over in filence, becauſe they 
obtained ſome credit with perſons well intentioned, but ignorant of the real 


facts. 


A meſſage ſent by the Telegraph, it has been ſaid, was miſunderſtood by 
Lord Bridport. Admitting, for argument's ſake, that there was ſuch a 
miſtake, how could any concluſion have been drawn from the fact itſelf, 
without knowing the contents of the meſſage? But it appears, on the con- 
trary, that the meſſage by the Telegraph, to which alluſion is made, was 
ſimply an order not to wait for the Prince, (an order not very likely to be 
miſunderſtood) and that owing to the violence of the gale at Spithead it 
could not be communicated to Lord Bridport at St. Helen's till the evening 
of the 27th T, when the wind became unfavourable for his proceeding 


to ſea, 


Another report mote prevalent was, that the whole Fleet was detained on 
account of the Sanſpareille, in deference to the gallant officer who had his 
flag on board that ſhip. The aſſertion ſtands refuted by Lord Bridport's 
letter of the 25th of December Þ ; and we only mentipn it as a caution to 
credulous perſons againſt receiving and circulating, on other occaſions, ru- 
mours of this nature, imputing improper motives of conduct to officers of 
unblemiſhed character, placed in ſituations of great reſponſibility. An 
officer actuated by the faireſt incentives to honour would certainly have re- 
linquiſhed with great reluctance his chance of ſharing in the glory, of which 
the proſpect appeared then open to the Britiſh Fleet; but the baſe inſinua- 
tion that, from this or any perſonal conſideration, ſuch an officer would at- 
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Sampe 40 retard a great public ſervice, is too contemptible to require any 
anſwer. 


The firſt intelligence of the Enemy's having appeared in Bantry Bay, and 
off che coaſt of Ireland, was received at the Admiralty late in the evening 
of the 3 iſt of December . It was not only immediately communicated to 
Lord Bridport +, but, as it appears, every exertion was inſtantly made to 
tranſmit it to Admiral Colpoys þ either off the Lizard or at his rendezvous. 
The cauſes which had driven him from both theſe ſtations, and the ſituation 
of this Squadron at this period, have been already explained. We muſt here 
obſerve, that it was not only by driving one of our Squadrons into port, and 
by retarding the departure of the other, that the unfavourable weather was 
conducive to the ſafety of the enemy; it was no leſs fo, by interrupting, for 
ſeveral days, all communication with Ireland. The diviſion of the French 
Fleet, which anchored in Bantry Bay on the 24th of December, was firſt ſeen on 
the a iſt by the Kangaroo floop, which proceeded immediately for England with 
the intelligence; but ſuch was the violence of the weather, that, after a moſt 
dangerous paſſage, and a fruitleſs attempt to fall in with Admiral Colpoys, 
this veſſel did not reach Plymouth till the iſt of January, The firſt letters 
received from Ireland on the 3 iſt of December were dated the 29th, all the 
mails for the antecedent week being then due; ſo that it is fair to infer that 
the weather alone prevented Government receiving the firft account of the 
Enemy being on the coaſt of Ireland upon the 25th inſtead of the 31ſt of 
December. A very ſhort retroſpect will enable every man to judge of the 
advantages they probably derived from this delay. Orders diſpatched to 
Admiral Colpoys on the 25th, inſtead of the 31ſt, would have found him at 
his rendezvous, or off the Lizard, and Lord Bridport would have ſailed with 
the eight ſhips then at St. Helen's, a force of itſelf more than ſufficient to 
capture or deſtroy the whole diviſion of the Enemy's Fleet then on the coaſt of 
Ireland, leaving the remainder of his Squadron to follow as ſoon as poſſible. 


Lord 
* Appendix, No. 22. + Appendix, No. 3. 1 Appendix, No. 24 


E 


Lord Bridport, as we have already ſtated, ſailed on the 3d of January, 
and we have only to add that, after every endeavour to intercept the Enemy an 
their return, and notwithſtanding the many other cruizers we had then at ſea, 
the greateſt part of the Enemy's force returned ſafe to port. Their los, 
however, by accidents of weather and captures, cannot be leſs than 5000 
men, together with two ſhips of the line, and three frigates, Even ia this 
laſt ſtage of the expedition the diſperſion and damage the Enemy's Fleet had 
met with from the weather may be conſidered as having contributed to their 
ſafety. Returning by ſingle ſhips, or in ſmall diviſions, driven in every di- 
rection, and having parted at different periods, they more eaſily eſcaped the 
notice of a ſuperior Fleet cruizing for them, than if they had put back at the 
ſame time, or in larger numbers. Indeed. ſuch was their diſperſion, ſuch 
the difficulty of falling in with them any. where, almoſt from the moment of 
their departure, that it is well known that the French frigate, with the 
Admiral and General on board who commanded the Expedition, having 
parted company the day after their ſailing from Breſt, remained at ſea cruiz- 
ing or the Fleet during a month, without ever once rejoining any part of it. 
As it cannot be ſuppoſed that theſe Officers had not a preciſe knowledge of 
the intended points of attack, of the different rendezvous in caſe of ſepara- 
tion, and of the courſe the Fleet, under every circumſtance, was moſt likely 
to ſteer, is it then matter of aſtoniſhment, much leſs of cenſure, that the 
Britiſh Admiral, acting upon conjectures only with reſpe& to all theſe points, 
ſhould not have been more ſucceſsful ? 


It is impoſſible, before we conclude, not to reflect for a moment on 
the temper of the public mind during the period we have deſcribed, and 
on the effects of the diſappointment, of which the cauſes are now before 
the world. 


In Ireland every exertion that loyalty, fidelity and zeal could ſuggeſt, werg 
diſplayed by the inhabitants of the parts threatened by the Enemy. The 
moment of danger appears to have been the moment of the greateſt conß- 
dence in the extent of their own reſources. Calm and orderly in their pre- 


parations, united and vigorous in their arrangements for defence, watching 
the 
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the movements of the Enemy without diſmay, their whole proceedings 
evinced and juſtified a ſenſe of rational and manly ſecurity, which, under 
ſuch circumſtances, can only exiſt and be ſupported on ſuch foundations. 


Whilſt the alarm in Ireland rouſed the public ſpirit, and gave to the Go- 
vernment of that Kingdom an opportunity of calling upon the energy of 
the people, and to the people an honourable opportunity of manifcſting their 
real diſpoſitions towards Government, the Government and Public of this 
country received, without alarm, the intelligence of the Enemy's being on 
the Iriſh coaſt. On the one hand, it was juſtly felt that the ſtate of the 
forces, and the countenance of the people in Ireland, were ſuch as to leave 
no ſerious apprehenſion for the ultimate reſult of a landing; and, on the 
other, very ſanguine, and certainly well-grounded expectations, were then 
entertained of deſtroying or intercepting their Naval Force. We appeal 
to every man whether theſe were not the firſt impreſſions on the Public 
Mind here, whether the Expedition was not conſidered as a raſh, ill-con- 
certed plan on the part of the Enemy; directed againſt the point whereUeir 
hoſtile intentions were leaſt likely to meet with ſucceſs z to the point moſt 
within the reach of our Naval Power, and of every other ſuccour and 
co-operation this Country could afford. Let every diſpaſſionate man ſay 
whether theſe reflexions did not occur to him when firſt he heard the French 
were in Bantry Bay; whether he felt relieved or diſtreſſed on knowing, 
for a certainty, that they were on the Coaſt of Ireland; to what other 
friendly Coaſt, to what other part of the World under the Britiſh Dominion 
he could have wiſhed them in preference to have ſteered. Their blow, it 
is true, was aimed at our greateſt ſtake; but were the other objects, againſt 
which it might have been directed, of inconſiderable value or importance 
to this country, and were they equally prepared to reſiſt or counteract an 
Expedition of this magnitude? It is impoſſible to revert to all the cir- 
cumſtances of our Naval and Military ſituation as they ſtood at that period, 
viewing them, firſt with reſpect to this Country and to Ireland; ſecondly with 
reſpe& to our Trade and Foreign poſſeſſions; and, thirdly, with reſpect to 
the Detence and Preſervation of Portugal, without agreeing that, dung 
den 
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ten days of anxiety and doubt in which we remained as to the real deſtina- 
tion of the French Expedition, there was leſs reaſon to be alarmed for Ire- 
land than for any other object, leſs danger to ourſelves, and more for the 
Enemy, in an attempt upon that, than upon any other quarter. 


Such were the firſt impreſſions upon the Public Mind, impreſſions juſt. 
and reatonable, tending no leſs to confirm the propriety, than to ſupport 
and aſſiſt the execution of the meaſures of internal defence taken by Par- 
liament fince the commencement of the Seſſion. Whether the unfavorable 
alteration in opinion, which, to a certain degree, has ſince taken place in both 
Countries, is to be aſcribed to the chagrin of diſappointment, to the miſ- 
repreſentations we have already noticed, or to any other cauſe, it ruſt be 
admitted that ſome perſons ſpeak of the late Expedition in the language 
of acrimonious complaint, and others, from different motives, in a tone 
of alarm and deſpondency ; for neither of which, in our opinion, any real 
ww can be aſſigned. . 
It is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, we truſt, by the foregoing ſtatement, that 
no real complaint or blame can attach on the conduct of any Department, 
Civil or Military, employed on this occaſion ; and, with reſpect to alarm 
or deſpondency, it is far eaſier to obſerve and deſcribe the diſtreſſing effects 
of this epidemic diſpoſition, than to trace the real cauſes by which it is, 
created. 


If the Enemy have compleatly failed in their firſt attempt at Invaſion, 
and if all the loſs, injury, and detriment, which have attended the Expe- 
dition, are on their ſide, what have we to apprehend from it's renewal ? 
Will their Naval Force be ſuperior to our own? Certainly not. Such a 
ſuperiority cannot be attained, either by any exertions of their own, or by 
any aſſiſtance or co-operation they can derive from their Naval Allies, in 
the courſe of the preſent War. Will the failing of their next Expedition 
remain longer concealed from our Fleet of Obſervation than the ſailing of 


their laſt ? Will it afterwards be more effectually ſereened and protected by 
the 
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the elements againſt our purſuit? Will our communications be more inter- 
rupted and delayed, our operations more counteracted and fruſtrated by 
foggy and tempeſtuous weather than during the laſt attempt? We believe 
not. It is difficult for thẽè moſt gloomy imagination to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
a combination of untoward circumſtances as we have deſcribed, all ariſing 
out of phyſical cauſes, all ſo connected in point of time and effect, will 
ever again occur, The hazy Weather which covered their departure would 
have been of no avail to their Safety, without the tempeſtuous Weather by 
which it was immediately ſucceeded, and both might have failed without 
the Interruption of all communication with Ireland. Bur let us, for argu- 
ment's ſake, fuppoſe our obſtinate and inveterate Enemy, recovered from the 
diſcouragement of their late attempt, following it up by another; and let 
us further ſuppoſe this ſecond Expedition to reach our Coaſts without inter. 
ruption from our Squadrons, would all their difficulties be then overcome ? 
Have we no means to prevent their landing, or to repel their attack ? Have 
we no means of internal defence? Have we no means to retard their opera - 
tions—to check their movements—to reſiſt their progreſs until adequate 
reinforcements could be received ? So far from being unprovided in theſe 
reſpects, or leſs provided than at the period of the laſt attempt, our Internal 
Forces are more than doubled, whilft all our other preparations have been 
increaſed, and our precautions multiplied in the ſame proportion. It is 
worthy of remark, that this augmentation of our Forces, theſe extra- 
ordinary preparations and precautions, were commented on with levity and 
ridicule, and repreſented as uſeleſs and vexatious, before the late attempt 
at Invaſion, by thoſe very perſons, who are now moſt forward to anticipate 
a renewal of ſuch deſigns ; by thoſe very perfons who were then willing to 
reſt our Defence on our Naval Exertions only, and who now aſſert, that no 
. reliance whatever can be placed on our Naval Superiority. We leave to 
"thoſe perſons to reconcile, as they can, ſuch contradictory opinions; for- 
runately Miniſters, and the Majority of Parliament, entertained different 
ſentiments, They then repoſed, as they tilt repoſe, a rational and well- 
founded confidence in our Naval Superiority, but they felt it their duty, 


when objects of ſuch magnitude were at ſtake, to take, at the ſame time, 
effectual 
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effectual meaſures for Internal Defence, in concert with the protection of 
our Fleet. 


From the judicious combination of theſe means, as they now exiſt, our 
ſecurity againſt Foreign Invaſion is nearly as perfect as can be attained, 


Excluſive of the Squadron appropriated to the North Seas, this ſecurity 
reſts, by Sea, on more than Fifty Ships of the Line, with the means of 
augmenting the number, in proportion as the force of the Enemy or the 
exigencies of the Country may render neceſſary. By Land we may look 
for Security from -at leaſt 20,000 Cavalry, without reckoning any. part of 
the Force collecting under the late Cavalry Act, to 100,000 Infantry, 
without reckoning more than one-third of the Supplementary Militia, or 
any of the numerous Volunteer Corps formed every day.—With theſe two 
laſt mentioned Reſources, our Forces would not be leſs than 200,000 men; 
to which may be added, that the ſyſtem at preſent eſtabliſhed, aided by the 
zeal manifeſted in every part of the Country, would enable Government, 
in caſe of emergency, to call forth, almoſt immediately, any further Force 
that the hour of danger might require. If ſuch be our ſituation, ought we 
to be diſpirited by any menaces, or alarmed at any deſign of the Enemy? 
If they eſcape our Fleet in the firſt outſet, will they not be in conſtant 
apprehenſion of it's overtaking them ? Would not this apprehenſion lead 
to confuſion, and prevent any operation of conſequence on our Coaſts ? 
Should their troops have time to land, would they not be cut off from all 
communication and co-operation with their Fleet? And thus left without 
the poſſibility of receiving ſupplies or reinforcements from France, would 
they not ſoon be compelled to ſurrender to the Force which would pour 
down upon them from every quarter ? 


Upon all theſe grounds, inſtead of drawing any concluſion that the late 
events have proved our boaſted Naval Superiority to be a deluſion, which 
the Enemy may deſpiſe and defy with impunity, and on which we can no 

d longer 


(8 ] 


longer rely with confidence, we have no heſitation in ſtating, that, if ever 
there was a wild, indigeſted and deſperate Expedition ſet on foot, it was the 
late attempt on Ircland,— If ever there was an Expedition that proved the 
neceſſity of a ſuperior Fleet to juſtify an invaſion, it was the late attempt on 
Ircland.—If ever there was an Armament ſaved from deſtruction, without 
any merir of it's own, and merely by a concurrence of the moſt extra- 
ordinary circumſtances, it was the late armament againſt Ireland. 


We muſt therefore appeal to the Public againſt themſelves, to their cool 
reflexion againſt their inconſiderate panic, to the genuine energy and ho- 
norable confidence of all, as manifeſted in the moment of real danger, 
againſt the puſillanimous conduct and ſhameful deſpondency of many, as 


betrayed on every falſe rumour, as created by every exaggerated alarm, 


What encouragement can the Enemy have to perſiſt in their plans of 
invaſion? Is it the ſucceſs of their firſt attempts on Ireland or Wales? 
Certainly not.—ls it the expectation of finding us unprepared, or of ſur- 
prizing us in a ſtate of ſupine unfounded Security? Certainly not. In the 
origin of their deſigns it may have been an inducement, but at preſent they 
are better informed. Is it the proſpect of ultimate Succeſs ? Impoſſible, 
What other motive can they have, or rather to what greater object can they 
aſpire, than the continuance of the calamitous effects, which falſe reports, 
groundleſs fears, ideal dangers, the comments of gloomy ignorance, and the 
efforts of diſaffected malevolence have already produced? This is their 
object. To deſtroy private and public Credit; knowing that it's ruin would 
involve the ruin of our internal Induſtry, of our Foreign Commerce, and 
of our Colonial Power; knowing that theſe Sources of our Wealth once 
deſtroyed, our political importance would fall with our Proſperity ; and that 
the loſs of our Power in Europe would ſoon be followed by the loſs of our 
Conſtitution, and of every thing dear to us at home. Let us not by our 
procecdinzs ſanction ſuch views. Let us diſſipate the gloom, and with it 


will ſpeedily diſappear the Embarraſſments on which the Enemy build their 
expectations. 
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expectations. Let us look to our preſent ſituation, not with querulous 
ſpleen, not to inflift an unjuſt and unconſtitutional reſponſibility z but as to 
a Situation, in which our immediate intereſts, our preſent character, and 
every pretenſion to future Proſperity and Glory call upon us to meet great 
difficulties with great fortitude, to be- juſt and moderate, but manly and 
conſiſtent in our own demands, and to reſiſt every monſtrous pretenſion 
of the Enemy with a ſpirit, unſhaken by late events, with a perſeverance, 
not to be ſubdued by temporary preſſure. It is only by union, and vigour 
among ourſelves, by fidelity to our Allies, that, without diſaſter at home, 
without diſgrace abroad, we may _ a ſpeedy, ſafe, and honurable iſſue 


to the preſent War, 
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SCHEDULE. 
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41. 


Dates. 


Deſcription of Papers. 


N p 


11e 


I 
January - 


1795. 


October 
December - 16th. 


1797. 


January - 


1796. 
December - 28th. 


25th. 


iſt, 


31ſt. 


Captain Sir Edward Pellew to Mr. Nepean. 
Vice-Admiral Colpoys to Mr. Nepean. - - 
Mr. Ne to Admiral Lord Bridport. 
Admiral Lord Bridport to Mr. Nepean. 
Order to Admiral Lord Bridport. 

Captain Sir Edward Pellew to Mr. Nepean. 
Admiral Lord Brid to Mr. N 


Admi 


. | Vice-A 
JJ „%% „ 


Mr. Nepean to Admiral Lord Bridport. 


Order to Vice-Admiral Thompſon. 


Order to Vice-Admiral Colpoys. 
Mr. Nepean to Vice-Admiral Colpoys. 
Order to Captain Lane of the Aſtræa. 


er to Admiral Lord Bridport. 


Ord 
Mr. Nepean to Admiral Lord Bridport. 


Admiral Lord Bridport to Mr. Nepean. 

- - Ditto Ditto. 
Mr. Nepean to Admiral Lord Bridport, 

ral Sir Peter Parker to Mr. Nepean. 

- - - Ditto - Ditto 
- - - Ditto - Ditto. 
Admiral Lord Bridport to Mr. Nepean. 

- - Ditto Ditto. 
Vice-Admiral Kingſmill to Mr. Nepean. - - - - 
Mr. Nepean to Admiral Lord Bridport. 
Mr. Nepean to Vice-Admiral Colpoys. - 
Mr. 1 Admiral Sir Richard King. 

iral Colpoys to Mr. Nepean. 


Order to Admiral Lord Bridport. 
Admiral Lord Bridport to Mr. Nepean. 


Vice-Admiral Colpoys to Mr. Nepean. 
- - - » Dito - Ditto. 


Admiral Sir Richard King to Mr. Nepean, 
Admiral Sir Peter Parker to Mr. Nepean, 
- - - + Ditto - Ditto. 

Order to —— Holloway of the Duke. 

Admiral Sir Peter Parker to Mr. Nepean. 

State and Condition of His Majeſty's Ships compoſing 
the Squadron under Vice-Admiral Colpoys, as re- 
— previous to the Sailing of the ſeveral Ships. 

Duto - - Ditto — as reported upon the Re- 
turn of the ſeveral Ships into Port. 

Average Statement of Proviſions at full Allowance 
on Board the Line of Battle Ships under the Com- 
mand of Vice-Admiral Colpoys, on their Return 
into Port. 


| 


Extract of the Journal of Vice-Admiral Colpoys' 
Proceedings with the Squadron, between the 15th 
and 3 iſt December 1796, inclufive, 


Incloſures. 


2, 
I, 


3 


No. 1. 


Extract of an ORDER from the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty to Vice Admiral Thompſon, dated the 21ſt Oc- 
tober, 1796. 


HEREAS it is probable that the Enemy, in order to facilitate the 
W Departure from the Port of Breſt of the Tranſports and Storeſhips 
now fitting out there, may put to Sea with only a Part of their Ships of 
War, for the Purpoſe of drawing you away from the ſaid. Port, and by that 
Means enable the ſaid Tranſports and Storeſhips to proceed to the Place 
of their Deſtination: And it being of the utmoſt Importance that ev 
Attempt the Enemy may make for the Attainment of that Object ſhould be 
fruſtrated z you are hereby required and directed, in Addition to former 
Orders, to keep as many of the Frigates under your Command as you ſhall 
judge neceſſary conſtantly cruizing as near to the Entrance of the Harbour 
of Breſt as Circumſlances will admit, directing their Captains to be particu- 
larly attentive in obſerving the Number and apparent State of the Ships of 
War, Tranſports, &c. in that Port, and to give you the earlieſt Information 
of any Alteration they may obſerve in them. 

You are to cruize with the Squadron under your Command, in the beſt 
Situation which the State of the Wind and Weather will permit, for inter- 
cepting any of the Enemy's Ships which may attempt either to go into or 
come out of the Aarbour, 

And, on the Sailing of any Squadron of the Enemy's Ships of War, you 
are to ſend a Cutter or Lugger to the neareſt Port in England, with an 
Account to our Secretary of their Number, Direction of their Courſe, and 
the Ships you may have ſent in Purſuit of them; but if the Enemy's Ships 
of the Line, Tranſports, &c. ſhould ſail together, you are, as ſoon as you. 
can aſcertain the Courſe they mean to ſteer, to ſend a Brig and Cutter or 
Lugger, with the Information thereof, to Vice Admiral Vandeput, or the 
Commanding Officer of His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Liſbon, in caſe 
they ſhould ſtand to the Southward, or to Vice Admiral Kingſmill at Cork, 


in the Event of their ſtanding to the Northward ; and in either Caſe you are 


to fend an Account thereof to the neareſt Port in England, for our Inform- 
ation, with Directions to the Officer charged with your Diſpatches, to 
forward them to our Secretary with all poſſible Diſpatch. 

A 2 
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No. 2. 


Copy of an ORDER from the Lords Commit. 
ſioners of the Admiralty to Vice Admiral Col- 
poys, dated the 25th October 1796. 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High Ad- 
miral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


| = 

III NG ordered Vice Admiral Thompſon, commanding a Squadron 
of His Majeſty's Ships employed upon a particular Service, to pro- 

ceed to Gibraltar, and leave you in the Command of the ſaid Squadron; 

you are hereby required and directed to hoiſt your Flag on Board the 
Niger Frigate, which has been ordered round to Cawſand-Bay from Spit- 

head for the Purpoſe of receiving you on Board, and proceed in her to 

join the ſaid Squadron agreeably to the incloſed Rendezvous; and upon 
joining it, ſhift your Flag on Board one of the Ships compoſing it, and 
taking upon you the Command thereof, carry into Execution the Orders 

which will be delivered to you by the Vice Admiral, for your Direction 


and Guidance. 


Given under our Hands the 25th October 1796. 


To SPENCER. 
Jonx Cor vors, Eſq. H. SEYMOUR. 
Vice Admiral of the Blue, W. YOUNG. 
&c. &c. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 
Evan Nepean. 
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No. 3. 


Copy of a LET TER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Vice Admiral Colpoys, dated the 
16th December 1796. | | 


SIR, TIEN Admiralty-Office, 16th December 1796. 


I Am commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to ac- 
quaiat you, that Admiral Lord Bridport will put to Sea in the Courle 
of a few Days with Ten Sail of the Line, for the Purpoſe of relieving 
you upon your preſent Station, and ſuch of His Majeſty's Ships under 
your Command as have been longeſt at Sea; their Lordſhips having given 
Orders for thoſe which may be now on their Return into Port to proceed 
and rejoin you, with a View of making up your Force to Seventeen Sail of 
the Line until the Arrival of, Lord. Bridport. | 


J am, &c. 


| EVAN NEPEAN. 
Vice Admiral Coryroys, at Sea. 


No. 4. 


Copy of an: ORDER from the Lords Com- 
miſfioners of the Admiralty to Captain 
Lane, of His Majeſty's Ship Aſtræa, dated 
the 16th December 1796. j 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. = 


ou are hereby required and directed to proceed in the Ship you com- 
mand with all poſſible Diſpatch, and uſe your beſt Endeavours to join 
Vice-Admiral Colpoys upon his Rendezvous (a Copy of which you will 

receive 


1 


receive herewith ;) and having fo done, put yourſelf under his Command, 
and follow his Orders for your further Proceedings. 

In caſe you ſhould fall in with any of the Ships belonging to the Squa- 
dron under the Command of the ſaid Vice Admiral returning into Port, 
you are to inform the Commanders that it is our Direction (if the State of 
their Ships will admit of it) they do forthwith return and rejoin the Vice 
Admiral on his Rendezvous. 


Given under our Hands the 16th December 1796. 


To H. SEYMOUR. 
Ricaard Lane, Eſq. J. GAMBIER. 
Captain of His Majeſty's W. YOUNG. 
Ship Aſtræa, | 


St. Helen's. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 
Evan Nepean. 


No. 5. 


Copy of a LETTER ftom Captam Sir Edward 
Pellew, Bart. Commander of His Majeſty's Ship 
Indefatigable, to. the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated the 17th December 1796: Incloſing Cop 
of a Letter of the 15th December, and — 
of one of the 16th, written by that Officer to 
Vice Admiral Colpoys. 


Indefatigable, at Sea, the 17th December 1796. 
SIR, 


HE incloſed Letters will relate my Operations ſince my laſt of the 
11th, ſent by the Amazon to Falmouth. 

I have only now Time to ſay, that I attended the French Fleet, con- 
fiſting in all of Forty-one or Forty-three Sail, round the W* End of the 
Saints. At Eight o'Clock laſt Night they hauled cloſe round, and appeared 

to 


\ 


171 

to ſteer about S. W. but it was very dark, ſo that their exact Courſe could 
not be obtained. I diſpatched my Lugger to the Vice Admiral Yeſlerday 
Morning at Day-break. His Letters were put on Board the Marlborough 
by Eleven A. M. it only informed the Admiral, that a Report ſhould fol- 
low by the Revolutionnaire at Night. At 4 P. M. I diſpatched her to ſay 
the Fleet were out, and that I ſhould attend them through the Paſſage du 
Raz, for which they were ſteering, and go through with them, and join the, 
Admiral round the Weſt End of the Saints in the Morning. They gave 
up that Intention, and kept cloſe along the North Side of the Saints, and 
hauled cloſe round it to the S. W. At Eight I made Sail for the Admi- 
ral's Rendezvous, but unfortunately have not yet been able to meet him. I 
ſpoke La Revolutionnaire at Nine this Morning; the had been equally un- 
ucceſsful. | 

The Van of the Enemy's Fleet conſiſted of Nine Sail of the Line, pre- 
ceded by Six Frigates ; the Rear I could not clearly diſtinguiſh, but there 
appeared to be Five or Six Sail of the Line among them. Both our Ships 
counted from 26 to 29 Ships of War, Two or Three large Storeſhips, and 
about Ten ſmall Ships and Brigs. | 

As my Squadron are all ſeeking the Admiral upon his Rendezvous, it 
is my Intention, if I do find him before Night, to proceed with all poſſi- 
ble Diſpatch after the Enemy's Fleet to Cape F e and Liſbon ; but 
ſhould I meet them before, I ſhall watch them in «heir Courſe, and be 

ided by Circumſtances. I have not Time to give my Reaſons at large 
tor this Conduct; but ſhould the Enemy go to Li(bon, it is of infinite Im- 

rtance for that Court to be informed of their Approach. 

I truſt implicitly to their Lordſhips Candour for believing me actuated 
by every Motive of Honour and diſintereſted Zeal. I this Moment diſpatch 
the Lugger to Falmouth, believing it alſo of as much Importance that 
their Lordſhips ſhould know the French Fleet is out. | 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 
ED. PELLEW. 


Noon. Uſhant, bearing N. E. by N. 26 Miles: Wind S. E. by S. 
ſmall Rain and hazy ; double Reef Topfails, Gale. | 


Evan Nepean, Eſq. 


(A. 


1 fent the Lugger 
«t 7 A. M. Decem · 
ber 16th 1796. 
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(A.) 
(Jnclaſed in No. 5.0 


Copy of a LETTER of the 15th of December 
1756, written by Captain Sir Edward Pellew, 
Bart. to Vice Admiral Colpoys. 


Indefatigable, in the Bay of Breſt, 15th December 1796, P. M. 6. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the Honour to report to yov, that I worked up near the 
Entrance of Breſt this Day by Noon, and had the Opportunity of 
ſeeing the Fleet in Breſt Harbour get under Weigh : The road of Ber- 
theaume was polleſſed by One Ship of the Line and Five Frigates, which 
Ships have heretofore prevented me from ſeeing whether the Fleet had 


ſailed from the Poit or not, by getting under Sail and chaſing me off. 


This Day they remained at Anchor, by which Means I can report to you, 
that from Eighteen to Twenty-two Ships got under Weigh and came out 


of the Port, and when they approached near to the Squadron lying in 


Bertheaume Bay, they alſo weighed by Signal, and chaced me from Two 
o'Clock till Four almoſt abreaſt Uſhant, when they hauled their Wind 
to the Southwerd. The Fleet was either under their Top-ſails or laying 
too with their Heads to the Southward, and I conjetture might be as far 
down the Paſſage as Cameret, or perhaps between that and Bertheaume. 

I ſhall be zttentive to their Operations during the Night, and at Day- 
light I will diſpatch the only Ship left me to your Squadron with any In- 
formation I may obtain I have ſent Captain Barlow with this, who will 
explain all other Circunſtances. : 

I mylclt conjecture they muſt conſiſt of Twelve or Sixteen Sail of the 
Line, but more Ships were weighing. 


I have the Honour to be, 
- 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


Vice Admiral Colpoys. E. PELLEW, 


I 91 
(B.) 


(Incloſed in No. a) 


Extract of a LET TER from Captain Sir Edward 
Pellew to Vice Admiral Colpoys; dated on 
Board His Majeſty's Ship Indefatigable, in the 
Bay of Breſt, 16th December 1796, 3 P. M. 


I HAVE now the Happineſs to report to you after laſt Night's Alarm, 
that I have had once more a very clear View of the French Fleer, although 
at too great a Diſtance to be enabled to ſtate to you correctly their Force; 
but the Number of Ships of War are from Twenty-ſix to Twenty-nine, 
among' which I include One Line of Battle _ and Five Frigates, which 
always anchor in Bertheaume Bay, and as uſual have got under Weigh after 
me again this Day; the remaining Twenty or Twenty-three were at Anchor 
in the Bay of Cameret. The Flood was jult made, and it appeared to me 
that about Four or Five large Ships were working up the Paſſage to Breſt 
again; the others had Top ſail Yards hoiſted, as if intending to weigh, but 
that I cannot anſwer for; they are however now at Anchor riding Flood, 
with Jibs up; whether they intended going to Sea, or came out to alarm 
us off, that a Convoy might come through the Bec du Raz, I know not; 

but I think a ſmall oy did come through that Paſſage, as J obſerved 
Five or Six Brigs working up the Goulet, and a Gabarre and Gun Boat 
Chafſe Maree came through that Paſſage as we were working up the Bay. 
I give you, Sir, the Ground upon which I have formed that Conjecture, and 
muſt leave it there. 

I am made happy by ſeeing the Fleet where they are, as I believed they 
were off laſt Night for Portugal. It is poſſible that they may be alarmed 
by our haviaw than them Yeſterday. in their Operation of coming down; 
and ſuſpecting that you, Sir, may be (as I hope you always will be) their 
Superior, they may probably think it prudent to wait a more favourable 


Opportuaity. 


7 Fawd Pelle's original Letter , that the laſt Report was ſent verbally by Captain Cole, 


his Note does not appear to have ben The Moment this was ſigned the Fleet came out, ſo 
Colpeys, but to haue been added for . 

* *4 as deſcribed in my Letter. 
B 


arther Information of the Admiralty. 


No. 6. 


See Incloſure (A) 
in Sir Ed wa Pellew's 
Letter of 17 Decr 
No. 5. 
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No. 6. 


_—_— of a SST EG —_ Vice Admiral 

olpoys to retary the Admiralty, 

dated the 18th of December, 1796; — 
Copy of a Letter to him from Sir Edward Pel- 
lew, dated the 16th of December, 1796. 


I Herewith tranſmit you for their Lordſhips Information, Copy of In- 

telligence from Sir Edward Pellew of the Enemy's Movements on 
the 15th Inſtant; alſo his Letter of the 16th, which was taken out of 
the Lugger by one of my look-out Ships, and brought to me the ſame 
Evening, fince which Time I have had no Tidings whatever of Sir Edward 
Pellew or the French Fleet; nor from the State of the Winds and Weather 
was it poſſible to have had any, for they have been as adverſe to my Wiſhes 
as the Enemy could deſire : All Yeſterday exceedingly heavy, and blowing 
ſtrong to the Eaſtward, and this Morning came round to the South Weſt, 
and exceedingly thick; under theſe Circumſtances, and the Poſſibility that 
their Lordſhips may be anxious to hear from the Fleet at any Rate, I have 
thought fit to ſend in the Conſtitution Cutter, and ſhall continue to uſe my 
beſt Endeavours to keep on my Rendezvous, and ſhould I be blown from 
it by contrary Winds, I ſhall not if poſſible go higher up than the Lizard 
till I have further Directions from the Board. 


If the Enemy are out and were bound to the Weſtward, I have the 
Conſolation to think that they can have made but little Progreſs theſe Iaſt 
Thirty Hours, and now moſt certainly a retrogade Motion. If I can by 
any fortunate Event learn their Route, I ſhall not heſitate following them 
with a Part if not the Whole of my Force, but this muſt depend on the 
Nature of my Intelligence. 


n 1 


(Iacloſed in No. 6.) 


Copy of a LETTER to Vice Admiral Colpoys, 
from Sir Edward Pellew ; dated the 16th De- 
cember, 1796. 


SIR, Indefatigable, 7 A. M. 16th December 1796. 


I SEND the Lugger, only to ſay to you, according to my Promiſe, what 
ſhould appear at Day-light. We have ſeen nothing of the Frigates ſince 
11 laſt Night; they were then well up in the Bay; we followed as far as 
the Black Rocks. I am now turning up, and hope ſoon to be able to de- 
termine if the Fleet are gone to Sea, or had anchored in Bertheaume, and 
with that Report I will forward a Frigate to you. May I entreat, the Lug- 
ger's Return, being at this Moment particularly uſeful. 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed ) E DWD. PELLE W. 


Vice Admiral Colpoys, &c. 


No. 7. 


copy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Admiral Lord Bridport; dated 
the 20th December, 1796. 


My Lord, Admiralty Office, 20th December, | 1796. 


Y Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty having received Intelligence 
from Sir Edward Pellew that the French Fleet had put to Sea from 

Breſt on the 16th Inſtant, and had "—_ the Squadron under the _ 
n | 
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of Vice Admiral Colpoys, ſuppoſed to have been driven to the Weſtward ; 
I am commanded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you therewith, and to ſig- 
nify their Direction to you, to a Means in your Power to get His 
Majeſty's Ships under your Command put into a State of Readineſs to pro- 
ceed to Sea the Moment they ſhall be in a Condition for that Purpoſe, 


I have the Honour, &c. 


| EVAN NEPEAN. 
Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B. 


Portſmouth. 


No. 8. 


Copy of a LETTER from Admiral Lord Brid- 
port to the Secretary of the Admiralty ; dated 
the 21ſt December, 1796. 


SIR, Royal George, Spithead, 21ſt December, 1796. 


1 HAVE received your Letter of the 2oth Inſtant, communicating the 
A Intelligence that the French Fleet had put to Sea from Breſt on the 16th 
Inſtant, and had eſcaped the Squadron under the Orders of Vice Admiral 
Colpoys, ſuppoſed to be driven to the Weſtward; I have in conſequence 
given Directions to the Captains of the Squadron at Spithead under my Or- 
ders, to uſe every Exertion in getting their ſeveral Ships ready for ſailing at 
the ſhorteſt Notice, and I truſt I ſhall be able to 7 to Sea on Saturday or 
Sunday, ſnould the Wind be favourable, as the Report from the Atlas in- 
forms me the cannot be ready before Friday next.— I am, &c. 


BRIDPORT. 
Evan Nepean, Eſq. 


No. 9. 
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No. . 


Extract of an ORDER from the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Admiralty to Admiral Lord Brid- 
port, dated the 22d December 1796. 


* OUR Lordſhip is hereby required and directed to put to Sea, with- 
out Loſs of Time, with the Ships and Veſſels named in the Margin; 
and proceed with all poſſible Diſpatch down Channel, calling off Plymouth 
for the Raiſonable (the Captain of which Ship is ordered to join you on 
your Appearance) and uſe your beſt Endeavours to join Vice Admiral Col- 
poys upon his Rendezvous, a Copy of which you will receive herewith z and 
upon falling in with the Vice Admiral, to take him, and the Ships and Veſſels 
belonging to his Squadron, under your Command. | 

In caſe upon your Lordſhip's Arrival on Vice Admiral Colpoys's Ren- 
dezvous you ſhould not fall in with the Vice Admiral, and have good Reaſon 
to believe that he has quitted his Station in Queſt of the Enemy, you are 
to proceed with and make a Shew of your Force off Breſt, remaining there 
ſuch Time as your Lordſhip ſhall judge beſt for the above mentioned Pur- 
poſe ; and having ſo done, you are, in caſe you ſhould not have been able 
to obtain any certain Intelligence of the French Fleet being in that Neigh- 
bourhood, to proceed with the Squadron under your Command off Cape 
Clear, ſending a Frigate into ſuch Port in Ireland as you ſhall judge moit 
likely to gain Intelligence of the Enemy, and to ule your beſt Endeavours 
to take or deſtroy them, ſhould they be upon that Coaſt. But not ob- 
taining any Information thereof which may be relied on, your Lordſhip 
is to return with the Ships and Veſſels under your Command off Breſt, 
and take ſuch Station off that Port, for the Protection of the Trade of 
His Majeſty's Subjects and the Annoyance of the Enemy, as you ſhall 
judge moſt eligible; ſending to us, by every Opportunity, Accounts of 
your Proceedings, and the State and Condition of the Squadron under your 
Command, IE IR. 


— oy 


„ 1 


No. 10. 


Extract of a LETTER from Captain Sir Edward 
Pellew, Bart. Commander of His Majeſty's Ship 
Ship Indefatigable, to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, dated the 2oth December 1796. 


Urn the Anxiety and Hurry in which I forwarded my laſt Letter 
to their Lordſhips, I omitted to mention that I intended to proceed 
to Cape Finiſterre and Liſbon only in the Event of the Winds continuing 
at S. E. or fair for the Enemy's Fleet to proceed upon that Courſe. The 
Wind was S. E. by E. when I diſpatched the Lugger, and before Night 
it was at South and S. S. W. with great Appearance ef blowing Weather; 
this I concluded would not only interrupt the Progreſs of the Enemy's 
Fleet, but it was fairly to be preſumed might oblige them to return either 
to ſome of the Southern Ports of the Bay, or run the Hazard of being driven 
very far to the Weſtward, and perhaps diſperſed; I therefore, under theſe 
Impreſſions, believed it more for the Advantage of His Majeſty's Service to 
continue my Endeavours to find the Vice Admiral. Allowing the French 
Fleet to have gone Five Knots until the Wind changed to South, I conjecture 
them to have made about 60 Leagues from the Saints, if they ſteered from 
S. W. to W. S. W. before the Wind changed. 


The Reaſon upon which I found the Probability there is of Adwiral Col- 
poys having had ſufficient Information to induce him to go to the Southward 
and Weſtward after them, are, firſt, by Captain Barlow, who as well as 
myſelf was ſatisfied the Fleet intended to ſail, if not then, in a Day or Tuo; 
and next by Captain Cole, who was in Poſſeſſion of all I knew upon the 
Subject, and with whom I had made an Arrangement upon our Meeting, 
which, if he had not ſucceeded, would moſt likely have put him in my 
Way again. Afﬀter this, the Inutility of my endeavouring to reach Liſboa 
with a S. W. Wind, and the Certainty of being able to ſtart upon a fixed 
Data by returning to Falmouth, the Wind now blowing too hard at W. S. W. 
to keep our Ground, is ſelf-evident. 


. 


No. 11. 


Extract of a LETTER from Admiral Lord 
Bridport to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated the 23d December 1796. | 


OU will be pleaſed to acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty, that I this Morning received their Lordſhips Order of the 
22d Inſtant, for taking the Ships and Veſſels named in the Margin, and 
roceed with all pofable Diſpatch down Channel, calling off Plymouth 
or the Raiſonable and Unite, whoſe Captains you inform me have Orders 
to join me. In conſequence of their Lordſhips Inſtructions, I hope all the 
Ships will be ready to fail on Sunday, as the Orion will be paid To-mor- 
row; though the Report from the Prince George informs me, that ſhe 
will not be ready before Sunday Night, 


No. 12. 


Extract of an ORDER from the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty to Admiral Lord 
Bridport, dated the 24th December 1796. 


TY Addition to our Order to you of the 22d Inſtant, your Lordſhip 
is hereby required and directed, if the Raiſonable ſhould not be ready 
to join you when you appear off Plymouth, to proceed without her to Vice 
Admiral Colpoys's Rendezvous; and ſo ſoon as you ſhall have joined the 
Vice Admiral, and taken under your Command as many of the Ships of 
the Line of his Squadron as will complete that under your Lordſhip's 
Command to 17 Sail of the Line, you are to proceed off Cape Clear, as 
directed in our Order above-mentioned, without loſing Time 4 —— 
ing to ſhew your Force off Breſt: And if you ſhould not very ſoon fall in 
with the Vice Admiral, you are, without ſuffering any Delay by looking for 
him, to proceed off Cape Clear with the Ships now under your Command, 
and to act, as directed in that Caſe in our ſaid Order. 

If before your Arrival on Vice Admiral Colpoys's Rendezvous you ſhould 
receive Information, on which you may depend, that the Enemy's Squa- 
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dron is on the Coaſt of Ireland, you are immediately to proceed in Queſt 
of it, without proceeding to the Vice Admiral's Rendezvous, 

In Addition to the 1 now under your Lordſhip's Orders, you 
are hereby authorized to take under your Command any other Two Fri- 
gates you may meet with, which are not employed on any particular Ser- 
vice; and if you ſhould meet with any of His Majeſty's Ships near Breſt, 
your Lordſhip is to direct the Captain of one of them to look into that Port, 
and having — to proceed to the neareſt Port in England, and ſend 
to our Secretary ſuch Lien of the Force remaining there as he may 
have been able to obtain. , | 

If you ſhould receive certain Information of the Enemy's Squadron 
having returned into Port, or of its having gone to the Southward, ſo as to 
make it profane that it ſhould be deſtined for Ireland, you are to acquaint 
us therewith, and to cruize off Breſt until you receive further Orders. 


. 


* 


No. 13. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Admiral Lord Bridport, dated the 24th 
December 1796; incloſing Copies of Letters from 

Sir Edward Pellew to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated the 17th and 20th of December, and One from 
Vice Admiral Colpoys to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, dated the 18th of December, with Three 
Incloſures. | 


My Lord, Admiralty Office, 24th December 1796. 


_ Addition to my Letter to your Lordſhip of the 2oth Inſtant, com- 
municating the Intelligence which had then been received from Captain 
Sir Edward Pellew, of His Majeſty's Ship Indefatible, relative to the Sail- 
ing of the;Enemy's Fleet from Breſt; I have now the Honour to incloſe, 
by the Direction of my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, Copies of 
Sir Edward's Letter and of its Incloſures upon that Subject, together with 
Extracts of ſubſequent Letters received from him and Vice Admiral Col- 
poys, for your Lordihip's further and more particular Information. 


I have the Honour, &c. 
bo} as EVAN NEPEAN, 
Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B. Spithead. 
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No. 14. 


Extract of a LETTER from Admiral Lord 
Bridport to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated the 25th December 1796; incloſing a Re- 
port made to his Lordſhip, by Captain Irwin, of 
the State of the Prince George. | 


1 HAVE received your Letter of the 23d Inſtant, expreſſing their Lord- 
ſhips Directions to report, for their Information, the Occafion of the De- 
lay in the Equipment of His Majeſty's Ship Prince George.—Since that 
Ship has been under my Orders I: have had Two Converſations with Cap- 
tain Irwin, and preſfed him very ſtrongly to uſe every Rxertion in getting 
ready for Sea; and by his perſonal Attentions at the Dock Yard in getting 
off her Stores for Foreign Service, ſhe is now completed, as their Lordſhips 
will ſee by the incloſed Report: The Prince George's Weekly Account 
ſtated her not to be ready before Saturday Night; ſhe was paid on Friday, 
and the Orion Yeſterday, which made it impoſſible for me to move with the 
Ships under my Orders before the Time ſtated in my Letter to you of the 
22d Inſtant ; but, in conſequence of Captain Irwin's Letter, which was re- 
ceived laſt Night, I made the Night Signal to unmoor, and I hope the whole 
Squadron will be paſſed St. Helens before the Cloſe of the Day. 

I have juſt received their Lordſhips additional Order of the 24th Inſtant. 


(Jncloſed in No. 14.) 
Re Prince George, Spithead, December 24th, 1796. 


BEG Leave to acquaint you, for the Information of my Lord Brid- 
2 that His Majeſty's Ship Prince George is in all Reſpects ready for 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 
| JOHN IRWIN. 


Rear Admiral Pole, 


Roy! George. 


Roy! Sovereign, 


Namur, 
Czſar, 
Mars, 
Triumph, 
Coloſſus, 
Robuſt, 
Irreſiſtible, 
Pheœnix, 
Stag, 
Triton, 
Proſecpine, 
Megara. 
Incendiary. 


No. 1 5. 


Copy of a LETTER from Admiral Lord Brid- 
port to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
the 25th December 1796. 


5 Royal George, at St. Helens, 25th Dec' 1796. 7 P. M. 
1 | 


5 1 HAVE received your Letter of the 24th Inſtant, tranſmitting to me the 


Intelligence that had been received from Sir Edward Pellew, of the ſail- 


ing of the French Fleet from Breſt ; alſo Copies of Sir Edward Pellew's 
Letter, and it's Incloſures upon that Subject, together with Extracts of ſub- 


ſequent Letters received from him and Vice Admiral Colpoys : And I wiſh 


theſe Documents could have given me the particular Deſtination of the 
: Enemy's Fleet, but their Lordſhips may be aſſured that I ſhall pay proper 
Attention to them. 


I acquaint you, for the Information of my Lords Commiſſioners of the 


. Admiralty, that I made the Signal for the Squadron under my Command 


to weigh at 1 P. M. but in conlequence of the Sans Pareil and Prince get- 
ting on Board of each other, the latter I find has received ſome Damages; 
but I am happy to ſee that Rear Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour has cauſed 
the Signal to be made that the Sans Pareil is ready to proceed. I am ſorry 
alſo to add, that the Atlas is ſuppoſed to be on Shore on the Stourbridge 
Bank, but I have received no Report ſtating the Particulars of this 
Accident. Theſe unfortunate and diſtreſſing Circumſtances have occaſioned 
the remaining Part of the Squadron that weighed with me to anchor at 
St. Helens, where I ſhall remain till they can join me unleſs I receive their 
Lordſhips Orders to the contary ; but I truſt they will all be able to join 
me To- morrow Afternoon, | 


The Ships at St, Helens are named in the Margin, 


I am, &c, 


(Signed) BRIDPORT. 


Evan Nepean, Eſq; 
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No. 16. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Admiral Lord Bridport, dated the 
26th December 1796. | 


My Lord, | Admiralty Office, December 26th, 1796. 
HAVE received and communicated to my Lords Commiſſioners ot the 
Admiralty your Lordſhip's Letter of Yeſterday's Date, acquainting me, 

for their Information, with your having proceeded to St. Helens with His 
Majeſty's Ships therein mentioned, and with the Accidents that had hap- 
pened to the Atlas and Prince; and | am commanded by their Lordſhips to 
fignify their Direction to you to leave the Prince at Spithead, in caſe ſhe 
ſhould not be in a Condition to accompany you to Sea. 


I have the Honour, &c. 
EVAN NEPEAN. 


Admiral Lord Bridport, St. Helens. 


No. 17. 


Copy of a LETTER from Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, Bart. Commander in Chief of His Ma- 
jeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Portſmouth and Spit- 
head, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
the 26th December, 1796. 


SIX, Royal William, at Spithead, 26th December 1796. 
. my Letter of Yeſterday's Date I acquainted you, for their Lordſhips 
Information, that His Majeſty's Ship Atlas got on Shore in attempting to 
work down to St. Helens; and incloſed the Particulars of the Damage ſuſ- 
tained by the Prince, in conſequence of running foul of the Sans Pareil. 

I have now the Satisfaction to acquaint you the Atlas was got off without 
apparently receiving much Injury. A very hard Gale of Wind at Eaſt pre- 
vents all Communication with the Ships, and the Maſter Shipwright informs 

2 | „ 


Prince George, 
Sans bels 
Atlas, 
Formidab'e, 
Coloſſus, 
Orion, 

Thalia, 
Triton. 


= = 


me he cannot, for that Reaſon, ſend on Board the Prince the proper Per- 
ſons to inſpe& her Defects, but they will go off the Moment the Weather 


will permit. 


I am, &c. 
P. PARKER. 
P.S.—Incloſed is the State and Condition of the Harpy Sloop, which was 
driven from her Station by the Weather. 
Evan Nepean, Eſq; 
No. 18. 


Copy of a LET TER from Admiral Sir Peter Parker, 
Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Ships and Veſ- 
ſels at Portſmouth and Spithead, to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, dated the 27th December 1796; in- 
cloling a Letter from the Maſter Shipwright of Portſ- 
mouth Dock Yard to him, reſpecting the State of 
the Prince. 


SIR, Royal William, Spithead, 27th December 1796. 
PLEASE to acquaint their Lordſhips, that, owing to the Badneſs of the 
Weather, the Weſt India Convoy could not poſſibly ſail this Day from 
St. Helens; and that His Majeſty's Ships, named in the Margin, were pre- 
vented by the fame Cauſe from Joining Admiral Lord Bridport at that 
Anchorage. y 
The Atlas has ſuſtained no apparent Damage, and will proceed to Sea 
with the reſt of the Squadron; but it appears by the Maſter Shipwright's 
Letter, which I incloſe herewith, that the Officers of the Yard have not yet 
been able to determine the Damage the Prince has received. 


I am, &c, 
P. PARKER, 


Evan Nepean, Eiq; 


(Incloſed 
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(Inclaſed in No. 18.) 


Copy of a LET TER from the Maſter Shipwright 
of Portſmouth Dock Yard, to Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, dated the 27th December 1796. 


SIR, Portſmouth Dock, 27th December 1796. 


I BEG Leave to acquaint you that we have this Day ſent People on Beard 
His Majeſty's Ship Prince at Spithead ; but there being ſuch a heavy Sea, 
we cannot determine as to the Damage ſhe has ſuſtained ; but find ſhe 
makes no Water. | | 
J am, Sir, &c. 
EDW»P TIPPET. 


Sir Peter Parker, Bart. &c. 


No. 19. 


Extract of a LETTER from Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's 
Ships and Veffels at Portſmouth and Spithead, 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 
28th December 1796. 


LEASE to acquaint their Lordſhips, that His Majeſty's Ship Eurydice 
arrived here Yeſterday Evening, having been driven from — Station 
by ſtrong Eaſfterly Winds, | 
All the Ships at Spithead under the Command of Admiral Lord Bridport 
(except the Prince) attempted to work down to St. Helens, but only the 
Coluſſus and Thalia could reach that Anchorage. 
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No. 20. 


Copy of a LETTER from Admiral Lord Bridport 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 
28th December 1796. 


| : Royal George, St. Helen's, 
SIR, 28th December 1796. 
8 Peter Parker tranſmitted to me laſt Night a Meſſage received by the 
Telegraph from their Lordſhips, for me to ſail without waiting for the 
Prince; which I muſt certainly do, as I find by the Dock Yard Report of 
her Defects, that ſhe mult go into Dock to repair them. | 
 T ſhall proceed to Sea the Moment the Remainder of my Squadron join 
me; but the Tides have been, and ſtill are, very much againſt them. | 


I am, &c. 
BRIDPORT, 


Evan Nepean, Eſq; 


No. 21. 


Copy ofa LETTER from Admiral Lor Bridport 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 
29th December 1796. | 


| Royal George, St. Helens, 
S IR, 29th December 1796. 


9 will be pleaſed to inform the Lords Commiſſioners ct the Admiralty, 
that the Remainder of the Squadron under my Orders came from Spithead 
and joined me this Morning, except the Proſerpine and the Incendiary 
Fireſhip, as I was obliged to ſend her up to get a new Bowſprit, which ſhe 
carried away Yeſterday by getting on Board of an Indiaman And though 
I have gained the Ships, their Lordſhips will perceive I have loſt the Wind, 
which blows now at S. S. W. but I ſhall embrace the firſt favourable 


Moment for proceeding to Sea. 


I am, Sir, ; | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 5 
(Signed) | | BRIDPORT. 


Evan Nepean, Eſq; 


H, 


No. 22. 


Extract of a LETTER from Vice Admiral 
Kingſmill to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated the 29th December 1796; incloling a 
Copy and Extract of Two Letters received by 
him from Lieutenant Pulling, dated the 25th 
of December, and alſo one trom General Dal- 
rymple, dated the 28th. 


DY Poſt on the 28th, I wrote you that Lieutenant Pulling was juſt 
returned (overland) but did not bring any other Accounts of the 
Enemy's Ships, the Weather having continued ſo extremely bad, thick, 
rainy, and blowing hard, that they had ſcarce been viſible ſince his laſt 
Letter, and it had been impoſſble for them to attempt landing Troops, 
or indeed doing any Thing. That a French Lieutenant, with Seven Men of 
his Men belonging to One of the Frigates, had been taken Priſoners, and 
the Officer carried to Dublin by One of General Dalrymple's Aids de Camp, 
who learnt from him that Moreau de Galles is the Chief Sea Officer, and 
General Hoche Chief of the Troops in this Expedition That their Fleet 
conſiſts of 17 Sail of the Line, 17 Frigates, the reſt Tranſports, &c. to the 
Number of near go Sail; but the Frenchman was cautious, and pleaded 
Tenorance when Inquiries were made terding to gain particular Information. 
And I added, that as there was no Perſon at Bantry Bay ſufficiently ſkilled 
in Sea Affairs to give regular Accounts, ſuch as might be relied on, of the 
Enemy's Movements, I had ordered Licut. Gerald Gibbons of the Cove 
Rendezvous, a ſteady, active, good Officer, well acquainted with the Country 
and it's Language, to go thither, and remain on that Scrvice till further 
Order. 
Having Reaſon to apprehend that neither the Kangaroo nor any of the 
Packets have been able to reach England with thoſe Advices, and the 
Weather having moderated, and Wind came to the South Weſt, making it 
2 that this Letter may yet ſooner be with you than any of my other 
etters, I again diſpatch Lieutenant Talbot in the Buſh Cutter for Briſtol. 
He is an intelligent young Man, and being acquainted with every Particular 
of the Subjects herein treated of, can ſatisfy any Enquiries. | | 


I have 


1 


I have now the Satisfaction to conclude with tranſmitting you the beſt 
Account juſt received from General Dalrymple of the Enemy's having 
quitted Bantry Bay : And I coneur in Opinion that they could not get 
wholly clear of the Land—udging from the Weather we had here, and the 
Situation they were left in by Lieutenant Pulling. 


(A.) 
(Inclaſad in No. 22.) 


Copy of a LET TER from Lieutenant Pulling to 
Vice Admiral Kingſmill ; dated the 25th Þe- 
cember 1796. 


Mr, White's Houſe, Seafield Park, Bantry Bay, 
St Chriſtmas Morning, 1796, + paſt Four. 
7 


EING off Caſtle Haven Friday Evening, and finding the Collector of 
the Cuſtoms, to whom. all Intelligence 1s ſent from the different: Ports, 
reſided at Skibreen, I judged beſt to go there. I ſaw ſeveral Letters ſent 
to the Collector and other Gentlemen, all afferting a Fleet of French Ships 
to be beating up Bantry Bay, but aſſigning no one Reaſon by which I could 
determine them to -be the Enemy. Several 9 5g arrived during the 
Night, all to the ſame Purpoſe: I therefore took Horſe in the Morning, 
and came here abqut Three in the Afternoon, when I found the Fleet to 
conſiſt of Sixteen Sail, Twelve Ships, Two Brigs, and Two Luggers. 
Their being at the Diſtance of at leaſt Eight Leagues prevented my ing 
able to aſcertain, with any Degree of Certainty, their Force. They are 
certainly large Ships, and ſome of them Men of War ; but to ſay more at 
preſent would be only Conjecture. 

I watched them till Dark, when they were working up towards Bantry, 
Two with Top Gallant Sails, but neither with a Main-ſail ſet. The Country 
is very much alarmed ; and if the Reports of Mr. Baylie, the Surveyor of 
Beerhaven, and thoſe of many others, did not carry ſo much Timidity with 
them, without aſſigning poſitive Reaſons for their Conjectures, I certainly 
ſhould not heſitate in ſaying they are the Enemy. 

It is my Intention, as ſoon as it is Day, to go as near them as Prudence 
will allow me, and endeavour to form a poſitive Opinion of my own woun 
| f | c 


( 25 ) 
that is attained, I ſhall immediately ſend you an Account of my Obſerva- 
tions; though I judge, ere this reaches you, ſome certain Account will be 
ſent by Sea. I ſent the Winder Cutter Yeſterday to Beerhaven and Crook- 
haven for Intelligence, and to proceed with what ſhe may attain directly 
to you. 
; 1 encloſe this in an Expreſs ſent by Captain Cotter, the Commiſſary, to 
General Dalrymple. 175 
ö I have the Honor to be, &c. 


(Signed) | GEO. C. PULLING. 
Vice Admiral Kingſmill, | 


(B.) 
( Tncloſed in No. 22. ) 


Extract of a LETTER from Licutenant George 
Pulling to Vice Admiral Kingſmill, dated near 
Bantry Bay, the 25th December 1796. 


AM this Inſtant returned from having had as good a View as it was 


poſſible . on this Side the Bay, of the Fleet that are now at Anchor off 


Beerhaven Iſland, and nearer that Side than this.—They conſiſt of Seven- 
teen Sail, Eight of which are 'Two-decked Ships, Two Frigates, Two 
Brigs, and Iwo Luggers, the other Three are large Ships, but being end 
on, and farther diſtant than the reſt, I could not ſee them diſtin enough 
to aſcertain their Force—l did not obſerve cither Flag or Pendant flying at 
any One of their Maſt Heads, and the Three Ships I had the beſt View of, 
I'm certa n were not Engliſh built. | : 

The Wind blowing very hard from the E. S. E. prevented my going in 
a Boat towards them, as I had intended this Morning.— But I hope the 
Account I have been able to tranſmit to you, will be ſufficient Intelligence 
to confirm your Opinicn what Squadron it is. ; 

They came to an Anchor between Five and Six laſt Evening; and from 


the preſent Appearance of the V'carher they cannot get higher up this, 


Night, ſhould they want to do it. 


D (C.) Iuclaſed 
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(C.) 
( Incloſed in No. 22.) 


Copy of aLETTER from General Dalrymple 
to Vice Admiral Kingſmill, dated the 28th 
December 1796. | 


Dear Sir, Bantry, 28th December 1796. 
WE have a Variety of Authorities for aſſuring F that, according 
0 


to Reports brought in from many loyal Perſons in the County, 

the Enemy's Fleet failed in Two Diviſions Yeſterday ; Four at Twelve, 
and Twelve at High Water, about Three.— The Wind blowing very 
ſtrong at S. S. E. the Pilots here are of Opinion they could not weather 
the Durſeys :—There are Reports current of Two being loſt, but I cannot 
vouch. for the Truth of this.—l have ſent an Expreſs to Admiral Elphin- 
ſtone at ID. 1 a | 
T are ſo much diſperſed, that he robably put to Sea with 
his — uadron in — of ire gf hey 22 One Three 
Decker in their whole Fleet.— I beg you will excuſe the Shortneſs of this 


Letter; and believe Me, &c. 
W. DALRYMPLE. 


Vice Admiral Kingfmaill—Cove. 


1 1 


No. 23. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Admiral Lord Bridport, dated 
the 31ſt —— 1796; incloſing Extract of 
a Letter and of its Incloſures from Vice Admiral 
Kingſmill, of the 29th of December. 


My Lord, Admiralty Office, 3ſt December 1796. 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 
acquaint pour Lordſhip, that Diſpatches have been received trom 
Vice Admiral Kingſmill, dated Cork, the 29th of this Month, giving an, 
Account of the Arrival of the French Fleet on the Coaſt of Ireland. 
which had anchored in Bantry Bay on the 24th, and had failed from thence 
on the 27th, and had not afterwards been ſeen, nor had any Intelligence 
been received of its particular Point of Deſtination. The Force which 
had anchored in the Bay conſiſted of 17 Sail; the Particulars of which, 
and of the Fleet as it failed from Breſt, are deſcribed in the inclofed 
Papers. | | * 
heir Lordſhips are deſirous that you ſhould be apprized ef this 
Intelligence with all poſſible Diſpatch; I therefore ſend it by a Special 
Meſſenger, and I have their Lordſhips Commands to ſignify their di- 
rection to you to put to Sea without a Moment's Delay, and proceed 
in Queſt ot the ſaid Fleet, according to the beſt Intelligence you may be 
able to obtain, and uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to fall in with and in- 
tercept it. | 
T have the Honaur to be, &c. 


EVAN NEPEAN, 


Admiral Lord Bridport—St. Helens. 
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No. 24. 


. Copy of a LET TER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Vice Admiral Colpoys, dated the 
31ſt December 1796. 


SIR, Admiralty Office, giſt December 1796. 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to 
acquaint you, that Diſpatches have been received from Vice Admiral. 
Kingſmill, dated Cork, the 2gth of this Month, giving an Account of 
the Arrival of the French Fleet on the Coalt of Ireland, which had an- 
chored in Bantry Bay on the 24th, and had ſailed from thence on the 27th, 
and had not afterwards been ſeen, nor had any Intelligence been received 
of the particular Point of its Deſtination. 

The Force which had anchored in the Bay conſiſted of 17 Sail; the 
Particulars of which, and of the Fleet as it ſailed from Breſt, are deſcribed 
in the incloſed Papers. 

Their Lordſhips are deſirous that you ſhould be apprized* of this In- 
— with all poſſible Diſpatch; I therefore forward it by a Special 
Meſſenger to Plymouth, to be conveyed to you from thence, in Duplicate, 
by Cutters which will proceed in Queſt of you off the Liza: d and upon your 
Rendezvous: And I am commanded by their Lordſhips to ſignify their 
Direction to you, to uſe your beſt Endeavours to fall in with and inter- 
cept the ſaid Fleet of the Enemy. | 

| | I am, &c. 


5 EVAN NEPEAN- 


Admiral Colpoys—at Sea. 


No. 22. 
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No. 25. 


Copy of a LET T E R from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to Admiral Sir Richard King, Bart. 
Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Ships 

and Veſſels at Plymouth, dated the 31ſt De- 
cember 1796. | | | 


SIR, 8 Admiralty Office, 31 December 1796. 
HAVE it in Command from my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
to ſignify their Direction to you to ſend a Cutter with the incloſed 
Pacquet, addreſſed to Vice Admiral Colpoys, with Directions, to her 
Commander to cruize for the Vice Admiral off the Lizard, unleſs from any 
Intelligence you may have received you ſhall have good' Reaſon to believe 
that he has already gone up Channel. 


Jam, Sir, &c. &c. &c. 


(Signed) EVAN NEPEAN. 


Admiral Sir Richard King, Bart.—Plymourh. 


— — 


No. 26. 


Copy of a LET TER from Vice Admiral Col- 
poys to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
the 23d December 1796; incloſing Copies of 
Two Letters he had received from Captain Sir 

Edward Pellew, dated the 15th and 16th of 
December 1796. | 1 


S I R, | + | London, at Sea, 23d December 1796. 
the Conſtitution Cutter J acquainted you, for the Information of my 
Lord Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, of the very aukward Predica- 
ment | was in for Want of Intelligence relative to the Enemy's Motions, 
and which, from the Badneſs of the Weahter, it has been impoſſible for me 
to obtain. Under theſe Circumſtances, the only Meaſure left for me, was. 
to endeayour to preſerve my Station off Breſt, in Hopes and a 
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of ſome favourable Event which might clear up my Doubts, From the 


Natuie of the Weather we had from Saturday Evening the 17th Inſtant, 
thought it more than probable that if the Enemy were out, ſome Dil- 
perſign might take place amang them, and that by being off Breſt I 
might be fortunate enough to fall in with ſome of them on their return: 
in which Reſpeft I ſeemed at ſength to have had a Completion of my 
Wishes, as on the Morning of the zoth at 9 A. M. the Aquilon, One of 
my look-ont Frigates, the Signal for Six Sail to the Weſtward, and 
which we immediately after, on the Weather clearing up, got fight of, 
and plainly perceived they were ſteering for Uſhant ; and as ſoon as they 
deferied us they hauled their Wind to the Weſtward : I then made the 
Signal for the advanced Squadron, conſiſting of the Impetucux, Mino- 
taur, Bellerophon, and Marlborough, to ch:ce, with the Phœbe, Aquilon, 
and Sylph Sloop. But from the Badneſs of the Weather, { muſt own I 
was not very ſanguine in my Hopes of Suczeſs, as the Enemy were con- 
fiderably to Windward of us; and had it continued One Hour longer 
dark and hazy, as it had been for Two Days befo e and Two Days ſince, 
I think they muſt have been in the middle of the Fleet, and which was 
10 diſpoſed cf, that I hardly ſee how it would have been poſſible for any 
of them to have .cſcaped. The Mar-borough, ſoon after the Chace com- 
menced, made the Signal that the Ships icen were Enemics of the Line 


and Frigates. I directed her, with the Ships before- mentioned, to continue 


the Chace, and returned with the reſt of my Squadron to my Rendezvous, 
where we all met again the 229, the Sylph Sloop excepted; and in Ad- 
dition to the Enemy's Ships having eicaped, 1 had the Mortification to 
find that the Minotaur and Bellerophon had cach loft a Top-maſt. Whilſt 
laying too, to enable them to get others up, I was joined by the Revolu- 
tionnaire, with the accompanying Diſpatches from Sir Edward Fellew,“ 
which leaves me as much in the dark as ever how to proceed. Jam making 
all neceſſary Diſpoſition to enable the Squadron to procecd to the South- 
ward, ſhould I find myſelf authorized to do fo irom any future Intelli- 

nee. Many of the Ships are ſa very ſhort of ſome eſſentizl Articles, that 
it wauld not be ſafe to riſk a Separation, without a Supply. 

I have juſt croſſd on the Anſon, which enables me to tranſmit this by 
her to their Lordſhips. The Weather coming on. fo excecdingly bad, 
obliges me to cloſe this, and prevents me from entering into furcher Par- 
ticylazs relative to the Squadron. | 


1 am, Sir, * 
Your molt obedient humble Servant, 
(8igned)- JOHN COLPOYS. 


Ryan Nepean, Eſq; = 5 
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No. 27. 


Copy of a LETTER from Vice Admiral Col- 


poys to the Secretary of the Admiralcy, dated 
the 24th December 1796; incloſing Copy of 
Intelligence received by him from the Honour- 
able Captain Stopford, of the Phaeton, dated 
the 23d December 1796. . 


SIR, | London, at Sea, 24th December 1796. 


I Mentioned in my Letter of Yeſterday, that the Wind having ſhifted fo 
ſuddenly to the North Eaſt, and coming on to blow very hard, that I 
was obliged to ſend Captain Durham away with my Diſpatches in an un- 
finiſhed State. | 

This Morning I found the Ships of my Squadron very much diſperſed, 
and it has taken the greateſt Part of che Day to collect them; and the 
Impetucux is (till miſſing. LS | 

The Phaeton has juſt joined, and brought me the accompanying Intelli- 

nce, with which | have diſpatched the Revolutionnaire to Liſbon, and ſhall 


tend this in by the Phaeton, who is exceedivgly ſhort of every Thing; and 
the Weather is ſuch as to put it out of my Power to make a more equal Diſ- 


tribution of Stores and Proviſions to different Ships of the Squadron, I 


therefore mean, if poſſible, to recover my Station, in hopes of falling in 


with ſome more Ships. ED 

The Powerful is — ſhort of Water, and the Bolts of the 
Standard of the Head drawn, ſo that I ſhall be obliged to order her to 
return into Port the firſt favourable Moment; and whenever the Wind ſhifts 
to the Weſtward, I mean to follow with the reſt of the Squadron, | 


I am, &c. 
© JNo COLPOYS. 
Evan Nepean, Eſq; | 


( Incloſed 
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(Incleſed in No. 27.) 


Copy of INTELLIGENCE. received from the 
_ Honourable Captain Stopford, of His Majeſty's 
Ship Phaeton, dated at Sea, the 23d December 


1796. 


: HE French Fleet ſailed the 16th Inſtant, conſiſting of Eighteen Sail 
| of the Line, (all Two-decked Ships) Thirteen Frigates, Four Briggs, 
Three Cutters, and Three Luggers fig to have had Thirty Thouſand 
Troops on Board. A 74-Gun Ship was loſt going through the Bec du Raz, 
and about One Thouſand Men drowned—She had on Board Eighteen Hun- 


dred Men. 5 5 
INo COL POIs. 


London, at Sea, 24th December 1796. 


No. 28. 


Copy of a LET TER from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty ro Admiral Lord Bridport, dated the 
31ſt December 1796 ; incloſing Copies of Two 
Letters from Vice Admiral Colpoys, dated the 
23d and 24th of the ſame Month, and of a Paper 
referred to in the laſt mentioned Letter. | 


My Lord, : Admiralty Office, 31ſt December 1796. 


| bp Addition ro my Letter 6f this Day's Date, I have it in Command, 
. 2 from my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to tranſmit to your 
%\ Lordſhip, for your Information, Copies of Two Letters, dated the 23d and 
24th Inſtant, and of a Paper referred to in the latter, which have- been this 
Day received from Vice Admiral Colpoys. 
| I have the Honour to be, &c. 
EVAN NEPEAN. 


Admiral Lord Bridport, K B.—St. Helens, 
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No. 29. 


Extract of an ORDER from the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty to Admiral Lord 
Bridport, dated the iſt January 1797. | 


HEREAS Information has been received of the Arrival at Spithead 
of the Squadron under the Command of Vice Admiral Colpoys; and 
judging it expedient that the Squadron under your Lordſhip's Command 
ſhould be reinforced, and having in conſequence ordered Sir Peter Parker 
to cauſe the Stores, Proviſions and Water of the Ships, named in the Mar- 
gin, to be completed without a Moment's Delay (either from the Ships not 
under Orders for Sea, or from His Majeſty's Stores on Shore, which ever 
can moſt ſhortly be done) intending that they ſhall compoſe a Part of the 
Squadron under your Command ; your Lordſhip is hereby required and 
directed to take the ſaid Ships under your Command accordingly ; and 
having ſo done, you are to put to Sea with them, and ſuch other Ships of 
your Squadron as may be ready, and carry into Execution the Orders, you 
have already received, the Moment the Wind and Weather will permit, 
without waiting for the Completion of the full Proportion of Stores and 
Water on Board the ſaid Ships, provided they ſhall, in other Reſpects, be 
in a fit Condition to accompany you. 

If, from any Intelligence your Lordſhip may receive, you ſhall find that 
the French Squadron ſhall have left the Coaſt of Ireland, you are in ſuch 
Caſe to | x ws off Breſt, for the Purpoſe of intercepting any of the Enemy's 
Ships of War or Tranſports belonging to it, or any other of the Enemy's 
Ships or Veſſels which may attempt to enter that or any other of their 
Ports in that Neighbourhood. | | 

And whereas we have directed the Captain of His Majeſty's Ship Ville 
de Paris to put himſelf under your Lordſhip's Orders; you are hereby 
further required and directed to take him and the ſaid Ship under your 
Command accordingly ; but if, from the State of her Crew, or from any 
other Circumſtance, ſhe ſhould not be ready to accompany you at the 
Time of your Sailing, you are not to wait a Moment for her, but to direct 
her Commander to remain at Spithead for further Orders, uſing every Diſ- 
patch in his Power in getting the Ship ready for Sea. 


E No. 30. 


TT 


No. 30. 


Copy of a LET TER from Admiral Lord Brid- 
port to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
the iſt January 1797. 


Royal George, St. Helens, iſt January, 1797. 
STR, 


I THIS Morning received your Two Letters of the 3 iſt Ult?. ſtating the 
Situation of the French Fleet, and Directions to proceed to Sea with 
the Squadion under my Command; that Sir Peter Parker had been di- 
rected to put any of the Frigates at Spithead under my Orders, and to 
furniſh me with Pilots for the Iriſh Coaſt; allo accompanying Pacquets, 
containing a Copy of Letters of the 23d and 24th of December, from Vice 
Admiral Colpoys, with Intelligence from the Honourable Captain Stopford 
therein referred to, together with an Extract from Vice Admiral Kingſmill 
and General Dalrymple's Letters, and Intelligence of the 28th and 29th of 
laſt Month. 

Their Lordſhips may be aſſured that I ſhall Joſe no Time in putting 
to Sea the Moment the Wind is favourable, with the Ships and Veſſels 


which have. hitherto been pur under my Orders. 
I am, &c. 


(Signed) BRIDPORT. 


Evan Nepean, Eſq, 


No. 31: 


[ 35 J 


No. 31. 


Copy of a LETTER from Vice Admiral Col- 
poys to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
the 28th December 1796. 


SL London, at Sea, 28th December 1796. 


) 1 my laſt Letter of the 24th Inſtant, by His Majeſty's Ship Phaeton, 

14 I acqainted you, for the Information of my Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, my then Situation with reſpect to the Squadron under my 
Command: Since which Time we have experienced conſtant Gales of Wind, 
and which have hung fo far to the Southward, and with ſo great a Swell, 
as not to enable me to weather Scilly, or elſe I ſhould have proceeded up 
Channel, at leaſt as far as the Lizard. 

I mentioned in my former Letter the Powerful's Situation with regard to 
the Standard of her Head, and her Shortneſs of Water ; in the Courſe of } 
the Gale on the 25th Inſtant ſhe made the Signal of not being able to | 
keep Company; | therefore conclude ſhe muſt be gone for Ireland. | 
Monday; the Weather ſtill continuing ſo bad as not to enable me to ſupply 
the Wants of the particular Ships, I therefore hailed the St. Fiorenzo, and 
directed her Captain to proceed to the neareſt Post, ſhe being in Want of 
Water and Fuel. 

I alſo acquainted you that the Impetueux had parted from me in the 
Gale of the 23d Inſtant; ſhe joined me Yeſterday. 

The Swiftſure carried away her Top- maſt laſt Monday Night, the 26th, 
and we have not ſeen her ſince Tueſday Afternoon. 

The Defiance ſprung a Main Top-mait on Wedneſday Evening, the 
28th Inſtant. 

The very firſt favourable Moment I ſhall proceed as high up as the 
Lizard, in Hopes of receiving their Lordſhips Orders for my further 
| Proceedings. 

I forward this by the Sylph, ſhe being much in Wanr, and the Weather 
being ſuch as to prevent any of the Ships from ſupplying her; and if it 
ſtill continues as bad as at preſent, | ſhall be under che Neceſſity of allowing 
«the Aquilon to proceed into Port on the ſame Account. 

I am ſorry | have not ſome more pleaſing Occurrences to communicate 
to you for the Information of their Lordſhips. 


I am, &c. 
Evan Nepean, Eſq; 


London, 
Duke, 

Glory, 
Impetucux, 
Marlborough, 


Majeſtic. 
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No. 32. 


Extract of a LET TER from Vice Admiral Col- 
poys to the Secretary of the Admiralty ; dated 
London, at Spithead, the 31ſt December, 1796. 


I REQUEST you will inform my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
that I arrived here with His Majeſty's Ships named in the Margin; the 
others having ſeparated from me in the Courſe of the very bad Weather 
we have experienced for ſome Days paſt. 


No. 33. 


Extract of a LETTER from Admiral Sir Richard 
King, Bart. Commander in Chief of His Ma- 
jeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Plymouth, to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty; dated the 2d 


January 1797. 


T Half paſt Ten o'Clock this Morning I received their Lordſhips 
Diſpatches by a Meſſenger for Vice Admiral Colpoys, and ſhall ſend 
a Cutter with them for the Chance of falling in with the Vice Admiral off 
the Lizard; although, from the Information I received laſt Night from 
Captain Durham, ot the Anſon, I have Reaſon to believe the Vice Admiral 
has paſſed up Channel. 
I ſhall alſo ſend a Veſſel to look out for the Vice Admiral agreeably to 
the Rendezvous, if I do not receive certain Information of his haying 


gone vp Channel in the Courle of this Day, 


No. 34. 


1 


No. 34. 


Extract of a LETTER from Admiral Sir 
Peter Parker, Bart. Commander in Chief of 


His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Portſmouth 


and Spithead, to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, dated the 3d January 1797. 


LEASE to acquaint their Lordſhips, that the Fleet under the 
Command of Admiral Lord Bridport, at St. Helens, got under 
Weigh at Day-light this Morning, and that many of the Ships are now out 
of Sight, with a fine Breeze at S. E. The Romney is getting under Weigh, 
and the Majeſtic will I hope ſoon do the ſame. Every Exertion ſhall be 
made to enable the Three Ships named in the Margin to follow his Lordſhip 


as ſoon as poſſible, | 
The York and Eurus are under Sail with the Weſt India Convoy, 


—— A. A. 


No. 35. 


Extract of a LET TER from Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, Bart. Commander in Chief of His Ma- 
jeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Portſmouth and Spit- 
head, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 

the 4th January 1797. p 


T H E Ships“ named on the other Side failed this Day for the Deſtinations. 


expreſſed againſt them. 
| * Maieſtic, 
Unite, to join Admiral Lord Bridport. 


Incendiary, 


* 


Ville de Paris, 
Majeſtic. 


* (Note) 
The Raiſonable 
joined the Duke 
off Plymouth on 
the gth jan, with 


the SCOurge Sloop. po 
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No. 36. 


Copy of an ORDER from the Lords of the 
Admiralty to Captain Holloway, of His Ma- 
jeſty's Ship the Duke, dated the 4th January 


1797. 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admi- 
ral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. | | 


V O U are hereby required and directed to take His Majeſty's Ships 
named in the Margin under your Command (cheir Captains being direct- 


ed to follow your Orders) and putting to Sea without a Moment's Loſs of 


Time with them and the Ship you command, together with the Unite and 
Incendiary, if thoſe Ships ſhould be ready, and proceed down Channel, 
calling off Plymouth for the Raiſonable or Edgar (the Firſt of them if ready, 
if not the latter) leaving the other at Plymouth; and having alſo taken ſuch 
Ship under your Command repair with a!l poſſible Diſpatch to, and uſe 
your beſt En:icavours to join the Rt. Honꝰe Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B. 
upon his Kendezvous, Copies of which are herewith ſent to you. And 
upon joining his Lordſhip, deliver to him the incloſed Pacquet bearing 
his Addreſs, and follow his Orders for your further Proceedings; direct- 
ng the Commanders of the Ships which may have accompanied you to do 
the |.ke. 

In Caſe, on your Arrival off Plymouth, neither the Raiſonable * nor 
Edgar ſhould be in a proper Condition to accompany you, you are to 
take any other Line of Battle Ship which you may find there in a proper 


State ſo to do, leav ng the Two others above-mentioned at that Port for 


further Orders. Given under our Hands the 4th January, 1797. 
PH. STEPHENS. 
To J. GAMBIER. 
Jonx Hottoway, Eſq; W. YOUNG. 
Captain of His Majeſty's 
Ship the Duke, 
Spithead. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 
Evan Nepean. 


Paris 


Paris, 


18 J 


No. 37. 


Extract of a LETTE R from Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, Bart. Commander in Chief of His 
Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Portſmouth and 


Spithead, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 


dated the 7th January 1797. 


PLEASE to acquaint their Lordſhips, that His Majeſty's Ships 
named in the Margin, failed this Day to join Admiral Lord Brid- 
port, K.'B, | 


10 K 38 


db” 


— V —«Ü—— no — —— — = n 7 = — 
— — ——— — 
—————— —— 
— 
: o 
Z 
: (i - 
7 


- 040 — ˙*¾BM—.:. m —²—˙Ü oe INES ———— , r ü d; -m . ˙¹—ẽ⁰n m U — 
— — — — — b —— —.d tb — —— — — — —— 


8 
2 
— 


No. 38 


An ACCOUNT, ſhewing the STATE and CONDITION of His Majeſty's 


previous to the! 


— 


PROVISIONS on Board the ſeveral S 


— 


SHIPS NAMES, 


Queen Charlotte I 0 


$ 
— November | 
I — October 


Impetueux 
Sulftlure — 


Bellerophon 


6th November 


16th October 
6th September 
29th October 


Minotaur - 


Marlborough 


St. Fiorenzo 


Indefatigable 
Revolutionaire 
Amazon 


; 


DAYS. W] 
15 FE 4 T6 5 
E|4|85|Z#|Z|2]&|8| 23 

89 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 


105] 7 | 
-| 100] 8 | 112] 16 | 16 | 15 | 15 | 16 16 

112] — 91 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 16 
o7] xr | 84 ng | ng [26] 8 [ n5 | þ 
ins] 2 | 8g} 31616 84 8| 4 
112] 18 | 114] 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 
98 15 80 15 | 15 | 12 | 12 | 15 | 75 
72] 11 [105 16 | 15 | 12 | 12 | 16 | 16 
Complete for Six Months — | — | — | — 
160] — [1610 24 | 24 | 24 | 24 | 24 | 12 
112] 8112 Sixteen Weeks| — | — | — 
70] — 80 Ten Weeks — : — — 


168] 4168 Twenty-four Wee 
70] — 56 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 
Complete for Four Months — | — — 
go] — | 56] 11 | 11 [ur ſar —| Um 
32 15 29 6 6 4| 4 
105 1112 16 | 16 | 16 16 1610 
100] 1191 Complete for Sixteen Weeks 
— mw 3] 35 6| 6 6| 6 
— 10 5 5| 2| 2 
70] — 70 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 [| 10 | 10| 1 

— | 26] 83] 83 84 32 22 14 
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ajeſty's Ships under the Command of Vice Admiral Colors, as reported 
to their Sailing. 


reral Ships at the Time of their Sailing. 


WEEKS. . 
| : 
8 
— 
13 „ane 
12482 5 © |&|| & 
16| 16 | 15 | 14 | — | — | — | 16 || 280 
16 16 13] 213] 35 — | 20} 290 
16| 16 | 16 | x6 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 || 290 
FTI U 
4 414 14 — — — 12 230 
16 10 14 14 — — — 16 190 
15 15 13 13 — — — 16 180 
16161212 — | 12 | — | 16 I 94 
— — — — — — —— 220 | Stored for Foreign Service. 
12 | 12 | 12 | 12 8 88 — — 200 Stored for Foreign Service. 
— | — | — | — | — | — | —- | — || 200 
— —— — —— — 10 170 
— — — —— — H—— — | Stored for Foreign Service. 
1010 7 — — — — — 143 
— — H— — — — — — 220 
11 1 I | — | — — | 12 46 , 
JFF 
10 61515 — — 6 — 53 
ks | — — — — — — 15 76 
VTV 49 J Theſe Ships received on Board 
2] 2] 1] 1] =|—|—| 5 36 a farther Proportion of Pro- 
TT 0EOG Ye we {| 20 50 viſions andW ater, previouſly 
I 21 75 73] 4 1 70 to their Sailing. 
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An ACCOUNT, ſhewing the STATE and CONDITION of His Majeſty's Ships 


No. 39 


] 


PROVISIONS on Board the ſeveral Ships 
| : DAYS. WEEKS, 
y 4 | 
SHIPS NAMES. When ſailed. When rene. - 1 [xl al uſa [ii s|.l-|58M0; 
E JE I BIB ET 2ST BEST] LAS 
Q |\>o| © a — O — 3 = | © 2 
Marlborough 6 September 179631 Dec 1796, 102342 4 1 3] —|—| 2| 1 | 
London - 15 October 4796 30 1471 4] 5] 3] 54 6] 4} 5s |= MM 
Queen Charlotte — 3 January „„ 
4 i Dec 1796 30 29 5] 4] 5| 5| 5| 22-3 
2 IS - -| 1 January 1797] 87 | 83 | 12 | 12 12 12 | 12 | 12 | 12 | — 1 
Alexander - |= - ET £3 14921 $Lwil 61.3] 61 $41: þ 3 | 
Thejieus - - - - £5. Fey 1797 W14W] 4]:41 3]/-3} 41 47-46 1 
Powertul = =;- - - A EEE SA IMEES Te I 
Duke 228 - - 31 Dec“ 1796 T6 127 | $7. 81 8] $7] $8] $]-#} £6 
Majeſtic - -[2g - - | 42 4% 7| 7| 8| 61) 7% gf —| . 
Defiance ＋ N erer 
Edgar 6 November -| 1 January 1797 63 63 8] 8] 8 8 8] 8| 8] 8 
Minotaur - -|6 - - 31 Dec" 179 e as 
Impetueux —28 - - 8 | 69 542 11 [11 | 110 | 54 4 1] 10 [= 
Swiftſure 29 - 12 January 1797 611619119 9 9] 9] 9| 9g | 9 i= 
Phaeton 16 September go Dec 1796 4 16 2] 2] 2] 1] 1] x] 2 |— 
_ Joe 1s - -aeiw}5| ||| 6] | c| +> 
Aquilon - -|- - zi December -| 3x 29 52 6 6 6] 6] 4| 2| 2 
St. Fiorenzo 24 - -|29 - 49 40 6] 6 6 6] 6] 6| 6| 6 — 
Indefatigable 4 December 20 
Ph eben - -[31 - 1881 co 34-3] 741 7] $:@Þ[ $48 
Amazon - — — 20 — | | 
Revolutionaire — (No Return received from this Ship, which cvas detached by Vice Admiral Cos I 
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DS 


PS 


Butter. 


by je 
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the Command of Vice Admiral Cor roxs, as reported on their Return into Port. 


keir Return into Port. 


STATE and CONDITION of the * S:1IPS, as reported on their return into 
ort. 
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2 E| 8 
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Ow © © oh - © AG wm 
CG 
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Fe 


eie 
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+ 
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7 


Wales, Topſides and Decks leaky. 


|| Wants caulking, and a new Set of Rigging. 


to Liſbon on the 24th 3 


Requires caulking generally, and to have a new Main Maſt. 
Fit for Sea. 
Do. 


Fit for Sea when caulked. 


Fit for Sea. mn 
Decks and Sides leaky, greateſt P. of R* Rigg* wanted new: Fit for Sex. © | 
Fit for Sea. [in other Reſpects. 
Wanting Main Top Sail Yard, Main Topgallant Yard, and Jib Boom. 
Fit for Sea. | 
Sides, and Part of the Decks want caulking very much. 
Leaky in her Decks, Wales and I Le 


Rigging wants overhauling and mending very much. 

Wants caulking, and ſome Planks in her Deck want ſhifting. - 
Wants refitting. 

Wants caulk*, ſome Sails, Two Topmaſts, and ſundry Running Rigging: 
Leaky in her upper Works; her Stern much ſhattered. 


Fit for Sea. 
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An AVERAGE Statement of the PROVISIONS on Board the 
Line of Battle Ships under the Command of Vice Admiral Col- 
poys, on their Return into Port, at full Allowance. | 
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An Extract from the JOURNAL of Vice Admiral Col vors, between the 15th and 31ſt of 


December 1796 (incluſive) relative to his P 


under his Command, between thoſe Periods. 


roctedings, wich His Majeſty's Squadron 


Week D 


| Mo. 


Day. 


December 1796. 


15 


Winds. 


E. b. S. 
E. S. E. 
E. S. E. 


— 


Couries, Dit. | Long. 


Bearings and | 


Diſtances. 


REMARKS, &c. 


5%: 39%, W. 


Moderate Breezes; at Noon ans“ 
Aquilon; 1 Sail S. b. E.— 4 paſt St. 
Fiorenzo made the Signal that the 
haſe was a Friend; at 2 made the 
neral Signal that no Lights were to 
N. 539. 487. E. ſbe ſhewn, 4 after for diſtant Ships to 
Diſt.1 1 Leagues. ſeloſe with the Admiral, A. M. + paſt 
7 made the Impetueux and St. Fio- 
nzo's Signals to look out S. S. E. 
after 10 the Minotaur made the Sig- 
that the Chaſe was a Friend ; at 
11 made the Bellerophon's Signal to 
t thoſe made by diſtant Ships to 
the Admiral, 2 after the Sylph's Sig- 
nal to look out Eaſt : Squadron in 
Company, except Thalia. 


Friday 


16 


E.b.N. 


E.S.E. N. k. N. * : 367, 


E. b. S. 


E. b. E. 


69: og“. W. 


P.M. Freſh Breezes and Cloudy 
at Noon made the Signal to come 
the Wind on the hes om Tack, 
2 that no Lights were to be ſhewn, 
T after the Bellerophon's Signal to 

t thoſe made by diſtant Ships to 
the Admiral, at 3 the Minotaur made 
e Signal for 1 Sail N. b. E. ; 4 paſt 
made the Signal for diſtant Ships to 
loſe with the Admiral, at 8 made 
the general Signal to Wear.— A. M. 
t 4 a ſtrange Cutter to Leeward, 
after 7 made the Sylph's Signal to 
look out Eaſt, 4 after made the Sig- 
nal for * on the look - out to ex- 
tend their Diſtance from the Admi- 


Diſt. 15 Leagues. ral—anſwered Minotaur's Signal for 
2 Sail Eaſt, at g the Phœbe made the 
ignal with a Gun that the Enemy 
t Breſt was in Motion, 4 Minutes 


r made the Signal for 


t Ships 
o 


— 


We 


91 


Q = | 


= FTY 
— - 


na OSes QA oO Avg to 


—_ — 


ww 6 


Diftances. 


Bearings and I REMARKS, e. 


| 


to cloſe nearer the Admiral, and the 
eneral Signal for the Squadron to 
eep in cloſe Order, 4 after that the 


look-out Fups were at a proper Diſ- 
e 


ance from Admiral, + after the 
eneral Signal to bring to— joined 
ompany His Majeſty's Ship Phœbe, 
nd brought me Intelligence from 
Sir Edward Pellew of the Enemy's 
having come out from Breſt, and 
chaſed him from 2 till 4 o'clock off 
Uthant, when they hove to; received 
by the Canſtitution Cutter Admiralty 
Letters of the 7th, 8th, and 10th In- 


Itant with the ſeveral Incloſutes of 


[ntelligence reſpecting the Enemy's 
Motions at Breſt; 4 after jo made the 
general Signal to make Sail after ly- 
ing by, at 11 the Signal to Tack, + 
after the Aquilon's to loqk out E.N. 
E. 1 the Impetueux Signal to 
Tack: Squadron in Company, except 


Thalia. 


Courſes, [Dift- | Jat, | Long: 
N 
| 
| 
| 
| 
br b. K 8. ZW. 
17 | Ditto. N. E. b. E. 9. 48: 177. N. 6e: 079. W. 
4 
b. k. b. 8. E. b. N. 
| 
| 


N. 87 307. K. 
Dift. 15 Leag. 


p. M. Freſh Breezes and Cloudy 


[Wi, + paſt Noon made the Phæton, 


St. Fiorenzo, and Impetyeux Signals 


to Tack, at 2 the Signal that no 


Lights were to be ſheyn, J after 
the Signal to the Squadron to keep 
in more cloſe Order, 
Minotaur made the Signal that the 
hips ſeen were Frigates, and going 
large with the Wind an the Starb* 
Quarter, & paſt 3 made the Signal 
for the look-out Ships to cloſe with 
the Admiral. I after the Marlbro' 
made the Signal to ſpeak with the 
Admiral, at 4 made the general Sig- 
nal to Tack, + after the Signal 25 
the Squadron to keep in more cloſe 
Order, at 5 the Signal to bring to 
ceived by Capt* Nicholls a Letter 
from Sir Edw* Pellew informing me 
that he had not been able to gain any 
farther * e of the Enemy's 
Motions—at 6 the general Signal to 
make fail after lying by—A. M. at 
2 made the gen' 12 to Wear, 

paſt 7 made the St. Fiorenzo's Signa 
to look out S. E. J paſt 8 the general 
Signal 


+ after the . 


— —— — — — — — 


( 45 ) 


Diſt, 


Long. in. 


ines | REMARKS, ae. 


Signal to Wear and come to the 
ind on the Starboard Tack, + paſt 
made the Conſtitution Cutter's Sig- 
nal to come within Hale, paſt 11 
repeated ditto, after made the Signal 
to the look-out Ships to cloſe nearer 
the Admiral, and repeated the Cutter's 
ignal to come within Hale: Squadron 
in Company, except Thalia and St. 
Fiorenzo. 


34". 


48*: 48”.N, 


5 20. W. 


p. M. Freſh Gales and Hazy W 
ith Rain; & paſt Noon made the 


t 8 o'Clock, + paſt 2 the Signal that 
no Lights were to be ſhewn. A. M. 
paſt 12 the general Signal to Tack, 
paſt 8 Thick foggy Weather, the 
arlbro* made the Sina) for Sound- 
ings in 67 Fathoms. +4 after made the 
Conſtitution Cutter's Signal to come 
within Hale, + P 9 repeated D, 
. Ditto, Thick foggy 
" at 12 fired the Fogg Gun: Squa- 
ron in Company, except Thalia and 
t. Fiorenzo. 


Uſhant a 
Diſtant 9 Leag 


———— — — —— — — — —— —— ——— —ðV —ͤ—— — —— ?ZV— 
— — -“H—Um ——— c — Uk. — 
N 


Monday 


19 


48*: 577. 


4%. W. 


P. M. Thick foggy W.; at 1 fired 
the Fog Gun, at 2 made the Fog Sig- 
nal to Tack, f paſt the Conſtitution 
Cutter's Signal to come within Hale, 
+ paſt 3 ſent Admiralty Diſpatches 
on Board, and directed the Lieute- 
nant to proceed with her to Falmouth 
or Plymouth, which ever he might 
judge moſt convenient—at 12 made 
the general Signal to Tack; A. M. 
+ paſt 7 the general Signal to cloſe 
round the Admiral, 4 he the Aqui- 
lon's to look out S. S. E. + paſt 8 
made the Phaeton's Signal to come 
within Hale, at g the general Signal 
to Tack, and the Aquilon's to Jook 
out Weſt, 4 aſter anſwered Marlbro' 
Soundings in 62 Fathoms, I paſt the 
general Signal to cloſe, + after the 
Phaetou's to look out S. E. + paſt 10 


Uſhant 
8. 53 45%. E.. 
Dill. 12 Leagues 


anſwered 


We 


7 | 


Courſes. 


Diſt. 


| Long, in- 


Bearings and 
Diſtances. 


| REMARES,' &. 


nſwered private Signal to the Phcebe, 
and directed her to come within Hale, 
3 paſt 11 the Sylph's Signal for that 
Purpoſe : Squadron in Company, ex- 
cept Thalia and St. Fiorenzo. 


Tueſday 


20th] 


N. W. 


N. W. bW 


— A — — — 


8. W. 


W. S. W. 


S. W. ZW. 


50. 


48:05. : N. 


549% W. 


Uſhant 
N. 57 E. 


Diſt. 14 Leaguesſthe Phœbe's Signal to loo 


P. M. Freſh Breezes and Hazy 
Weather; + paſt Noon ſpoke the 
Pheebe, made the Sylph's Signal to 
look out W. N. W. anſwered Aqui- 
and Phœbe, 1 Sail N. N. W. and 
. W. at 1 made the general Signal 
to Wear, I after the Phcebe's Signal 
to look out South, + paſt 2 made the 

ignal to Wear after the Cloſe of 
Day, + paſt 3 to form the Order of 
Sailing, at 4 the Signal for diſtant: - 
Ships to cloſe with the Admiral, £ 
paſt 4 the general Signal to keep in 
more open Order, 4 paſt 7 the Aqui- 
lon's Signal to come within Hale 
ordered her a-head ay Fo ht, 
and to carry a Light — A. M. Freſh, 
Breezes and Hazy WI; 4 ou 7 made 
out N. E. 
and the Sylph's to come within Hale, 
after 8 anſwered Aquillon 6 Sail 
W. N. W. made the Aquilon, Phœbe, 
Marlbro' and Sylph's Signals to chaſe 
W. N. W. ꝗ after anſweted Marlbro” 
that the Ships ſeen were going large 
with the Wind on the Starboard 
Quarter, 4 after made the Impetueux, 


Marlbro' and Bellerophon's Signals 


to chaſe, 5 Minutes after the general 
Signal to chaſe, 6 Minutes after g 
— Marlbro' that the Ships ſeen 
were by the Wind on the Starboard 
Tack, 3 Minutes after that they were 
of the Line, 4 aftet 9 anſwered Marl- 
hro' that the Chaſe was an Enemy, 
and that they had made more Sail, 2 
after made the Phœbe and Sylph's 
Signals to keep 1 * of the Enemy 
and make their Motions known to 


the Admiral Freſh Breezes and Hazy 


W; made the general Sig- 

nal 0 s — to make all Sail — 

ſible, 5 Minutes after the Edgar's + 

Signal to chaſe W. N. W. 4 paſt 10 

anſwered u Signal for 2 Shi ps 
5 


— —L—T — - - 
* 


Wedneſday 


Winds. | Courſes. 


Lat. in. 


Bear:ngs and 


Patent | REMARKS, & 


lor the Line and 3 Frigates, and that 
they were Enemies, at 11 made the 
Impetueux, Minotaur, Marlbro', and 
Bellerophon's Signals to chaſe and 
rendezvous N* 6 Gen, ; after made 
the Edgar and Powerful's Signals to 
take their Stations N. W. 2 or 3 
Miles diſtant from the Admiral, and 
for the Squadron to ſhorten Sail and 
eef Topſails— Freſh Breezes and 
azy W"; repeated the Edgar's Sig- 
| as above, Twice— Squadron in 
ompany, except 'Thalia and St, Fi- 


renzo. 


N. W. b. N 


Weſt. 


Wb. WS. W. ZW. 


W. b. S. 


S. S. W. 


1 


48*: 107. N. 


6:15. W. 


P. M. Freſh Gales and Squally W.; 

paſt Noon, made the Signal to 

ear and come to the Wind on the 
Larb“ Tack, I paſt 1 made the Pow- 
erful and Swiftſure's Signals to take 
their Stations 2 or 3 Miles N. W. 
from the Admiral. aſter 3 made the 
Signal to wear to come to the Wind 
on the Starb“ Tack, and the general 
Signal to keep in cloſer Order; at 
dun- ſet a ſtrange Cutter in Sight, at 
12 made the Signal to Wear; A.M: 
Uſhan Freſh Breezes and Thick hazy W., + 
N. 70®: : x: Paſt 10 the Powerful made the Signal 

11 * 91 Ito ſpeak with the Admiral — made 
Diſt. 1 gues the general Signal for the Squadron 
to cloſe, +4 after the Queen Charlotte 
de the Signal to ſpeak with the 


Signals for Lieutenants, gave an Or- 
er to the Duke to ſupply the former 
with Water, and One to the Alexan- 
er to ſupply the latter with a fort- 
night's Proviſions: ſounded in 73 fa- 
thoms—Squadron in Company, ex- 
ept Impetueux, Minotaur, Bellero- 
hon, Marlboro', Phoebe, Aquilon, 
t. Fiorenzo, and Sylph Brig. 


S. W. b. S. 


6: 107. W.. 


P.M. Moderate and Thiek hazy W.; 
t 1 made the Signal with a Gun, to 


Uſhant ſrecal a diſtant Ship. anſwered the pri- 


N. 64: 43". E. 


A $ Leagues phon joined Company, ; after 2 made 


vate Signal to St. Fiorenzo, Bellero- 


he Fiorenzo's Signal to come within 
Hale 


9124 


B:arings and In 
Diſtances. REMARKS, &c. 


„ — 
a Ga A 2 0 * 742 


0 


Hale and for a Lieut: Ordered the 
Edgar to ſupply her with 5 Tons of 
Water, 4 paſt 3 the general Sig- 
nal that the Admiral intended makin 
il after the Cloſe of Day — Thie 
oggy W* fired the Fog Gun every 
hour, at 4 made the Bellerophon's 
Signal to come within Hale—A.M. 
Thick MM ; | paſt 7 the Power- 
e Signal for 3 Sail South, 
made the Fiorenzo's Signal to look 
out S. E. and the Signal with a Gun 
to recal diſtant Ships, 4 after the A- 
quilon's Signal to come within Hale, 


Ships Eaſt, I after anſwered private 
ignal to the Revolutionaire, and for 
ſpeaking with the Admiral, made her 
Signal and the Phaeton's to join im- 
mediately, 4 paſt 10 the Minotaur, 
made the Signal for having ſprung a 
Top Maſt, at 11 made the $1 to 
bring too, joined Company the Re. 
volutionaire and Phaeton, received by 
Capt' Cole 4 Letter of the 16 Ins* 
from S* E* Pellew with Intelligence 

f the French Fleet at Breſt on that 
Day, directed Capt” Cole to work u 
to Uſhant and endeavour to fall inwit 
any Ship that might be there looking 
out for me —Ordered the Impetueux 
to ſupply the Phaeton with a Month's 
Proviſions, Water, and Neceſſaries, : 
paſt made the Signal to cloſe roun 
the Admiral: Squadron in Company, 
except Marlborough. 


P. M. Moderate Breezes with Thick 

hazy W*; & paſt 1 made the Signal to 

Uſhant Wear, at 2 made the Revolutionaire's 
S. 789: 75 E. Signal to come within Hale, + paſt 8 
Diſt. 19 Leagues|[made the Signal to Wear and to bring 
too on the Larb* Tack, at 11 the Sig- 


Bearings and 
Diſtances. 


— 


| REMARKS, & 


cs. i — eee et. eta 


A. M. Freſh Breezes and Cloudy W. 
with Rain; at 4 made the Signal to 
ring too on the Starb“ Tack, +4 paſt 
7 ſounded in 76 Fathoms, and made 
general Signal for the Squadron 
cloſe with 3 Guns at different 
E paſt 9 made the general 
ignal of Recal from Chaſe, + after 
the Signal for the Squadron to cloſe, 
paſt 10 anſwered Minotaur 1 Sail 
. W. made her Signal to cloſe, 
joined Company the Marlbro' and 
Anſon, wrete their Lordſhips by Capt 
Durham, and tranſmitted at ſame 
time Copy of Sir Edw*Pellew's Letter 
of the 16" Inſtf (received the 22* by 
Revoiutionaire) + paſt 10 made the 
Aquilon's Signal to examine a Stran- 
oy made the Signal for the Ships to 
] 
8 


oſe Squadron in Company, except 
ylph. 


« 
E -- 


P. M. Freſh Gales and hazy W* 
with rain, + paſt Noon Aquilon made 
at the Chaſe was a Friend, 


ſtrange Brig in Company, + e 11 


rivate 


Uſhant + after to Wear, at 9 the Phæton's Sig- 
N. 66* E'. nal to come within Hale, and the 
Diſt. 23 Leag. general Signal to prepare Weekly 


ccounts, 4 paſt Aquilon's to 
look out N. E. anſw* her Signal that 
the Chaſe was a Friend, paſt io the 
ignal to bring too, and the Phacton's 
ignal for a Lieut : + after made the 
Revolutionaire's Signal for her Cap- 
tain, 


—_ Capt® 


rench Fleet having 
from Breſt on the 16 In. Squadron 
in Company, except Impetueux. 


. 
0 


Courſes. 


8. E. 


N. E. 


51. 


Lat. in. 


48˙:527. N. 


Bearings and 
Diſtances. 


REMARKS, ke. 


6: 387. W. 


Uſhant 


Icloſe, 
ſpeak with the Admiral-—A. M. trons. 


P. M. Freſh Breezes and Cloudy 


rted Company, anſwered Aquilon's 
ignal for 2 Sail N. N. E. 1 N. and 
1 N. W. 4 paſt 1 that the Ships ſeen 


| [were of the Line, the Sylph joined 


Company, made the Phœbe's Si 

to look out N. E. directed the Edgar 
to ſupply the Phaeton with Provis: and 
Water, &c. and ordered Capt' Sto 


ſaid Ship accordingly; informed their 
Lordſhips there with, and of my hav- 


n with an Account of the Ene- 
my's ſailing from Breſt on the 16* 
Int. 4 paſt 2 made the St. Fiorenzo's 
Signal to examine a Stranger, + paſt 


S. 70®: 40%. E. {3 the Sylph's Signal to come within 
Diſt. 23 Leagues — 


Hale, for t ſhips to cloſe 
with the Admiral, I after the general 
Signal for making ſail after lying by, 
at 4 the Signal 2 the. Squadron to 
paſt anſwered Aquiloa to 


ales and Cloudy W*; at 8 anſwer 
the Signal = the Squadron to k 

e Si or the Squ to keep 
in the Admiral's Wake, f paſt the 


4 
2 to Wear, + paſt 10 the Power- 


made the Signal for not being 


ble to keep Company, anſwe 
ditto, and direQed her to proceed to 
the neareſt Port—Strong Gales and 
Squally W. Squadron in Company, 
except Impetueux. 


W. at Noon the Revolutionaire 


ford to proceed to Spithead with the 


ing diſpatched the Revolutionaire to 


E. and b. E. made 


E. S. E. 


8. E. 


S. b. W. 


8. S. W. 


48": 47%, 


T7: 177. W. 


* 
19:4 %. E. 


N 
Diſt. 24 Leagues 


P. M. Strong Gales and Squally 
Wi; at Noon got the Top Gall! Maſts 
n Deck, A. M. at I paſt 7 made the 
general Signal to Wear and to cloſe 
ound the Admiral, & paſt 8 made the 
St. Fiorenzo's Signal to come within 
Hale.—ſounded in 80 F 4 paſt ꝙ an- 


ſwered 2 Charlotte's Signal for 


1 Sail N. W. aſter made the general 
Signal for the Squadron to Gong in 
more open Order, at 10 ſpoke the St. 
Fiorenzo, and directed her to proceed 
into Port, being ſhort of Water ; and 


inform their Lordſhips with his Ar- 
P rival 


4 
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ival, and that the Powerfal had 
arted Company Yefterday for the 
eareſt Port, ſhe alſd being ſhort of 
Water, I paſt 11 anſwered Marlbro' 
or Soundings in 80 F.: Squadron in 


4 Company, except Impetueux. 


Y 
N. 22*: 30%. E. 
Diſt. 15 Leag. 


| 


* 


P. M. - Moderate Breezes with a 
eavy Swell ; made the Phœbe's Sig- 
to look out S. S. W. & paſt g an- 
wered a Ship to Leeward (ſuppoſed 
and ere — to 
— made Iph's Signal to 
= e within Hale, ang d her 
ſpeak with the Ship to Leeward 
t had made the Signal—at 11 the 
— — to bring too on the 
board Tack. A M. + paſt 3 the 
eneral Signal to Wear, ; — 7 the 
Sylph's Signal to come within Hale, 
who informed me that the Swiftſure 
had carried away her Main Top Maſt, 
z paſt 8 the Sylph made the Signal 
r 2 Sail N. E. by E. and that they 
were of the Line, made her Signal to 
look out S. E. aſt 9 anſwered 
Marlbro* 1 Sail W. S. W. I after the 
Impetueux joined Com and made 
the Signal to ſpeak withthe Admiral; 
4 paſt 11 the Minotaur made the Sig- 
nal for Soundings in 65 F: Squa- 
n in Company. 


4 


Jt nad gre Alix 
t1 e the general Si with 4 
uns to Wear, after dee Stoke 
Signal to come Hale —ſent her 
to the Impetueux to know what In- 
4celligence ſhe had for the Admiral 
I after the general Signal for the 
—_— to cloſe, at 2 the Queen 
Charlotte made the Signal that the 
I eux wanted to ſpeak with the 
Admiral— A. M. Strong Gales and 
=. with Rain, none of the Squa- 
d 


ron in Sight—at 3 the _ to 
Wear, + paſt 7 made the Sylph's 
ignal to come within Hale, received 
by her Intelli from Capt” Payne 
of the French Fleet having failed 
from Breſt on the 16" Inſt. and that 
he had fallen in with them on the — 
much 


Diſt. 


10 Beariogs and 


Diſtances. 
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uch diſperſed— 8 made the 

ſs x the Lizard 
t 11 anſwered the Queen Charlotte's 
ignal for Soundings in 70 Fathoms, 
t 12 the general Signal-to Wear— 
quadron in Company. 


S. b. W. 


S. S. W. 


| 
| 


W. I N. 


W. N. w. 


14 


49*: 25), 


7* 30“. 


Scilly N. 47 E. 
Diſtant 14 Leag. 


— 


P. M. Freſh Gales and Hazy W.; 
it noon anſwered Minotaur for 
Soundings in 65 F** made the general 3 

ignal of Rendezvous off the Lizard, 13 
133 the Phœbe made the Signal 
that ſhe was not able to comply with © 
thoſe made by the Admiral, 4 paſt 2 5 
the N made the Signal _ ſhe 
had a Top Maſt, 4 paſt 3 the 
Queen Charlotte made the Signal for 
Soundings in 72 F. A. M. Strong 
Gales and Squally W., with Rain, $ : 
paſt 7 made the eneral Signal to bear 
up and ſteer 8. E. and b. S. at & paſt 'L 
10 anſwered Glory for ſeeing 2 Sail 3 
of the Line Freſn Gales and Thick x 
W. 11 made the Aquilon's. .-Y 

ignal to look out S. S. E. at Noon 3 
15 of the Squadron in Company. 


* 4 © * 
* þ N . 5 EY. 
SN 8 1 2 


30 


108” 


49* : 398. 


. 


Lizard N. E. 23 
Miles diſtant. 


P. M. Freſh Gales and Squally W.; 
paſt Noon anſwered Sylph's Signal 
or 3 Sail S. and b. E. and Aquilon's 
for 3 Sail S. E. b. S. & paſt 1 made the 
neral Signal for the Bearings and: 
iſtance of Scilly, 4 after 2 the 
Aquilon's Signal to go a-head during 
Night and carry a Light, and the 
ylph's Signal to come within Hale, 
Z after the general Signal for each 
hip to carry a Light, + after 3 an- 
ſwered Marlbro' for Soundings in 6 
F"*, A. M. Strong Gales and Sq 
with Rainand Thick Weather, 


Larbs Tack, anſwered Marlbro' for 


Soundings in 50 F. 
P. M. F 


2 — 


r 


"x 


— 
Week Day Day. 


— 


— 


Courſes, | 


08 


December 1796, 


Saturday 31 E. b. S. 


— IR” 


[bas | | Long. in, 


tt 


Bearings and 


© Diftances. 
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F. M. Freſh Gales with heavy Rain 


Thick Weather, after made the 
eneral Signal to ſteer 8. E. b. S. and 
or the Marlborough and Sylph to go 
-head during Night, and for each 
hip to carry a Light, at 4 made the 
eneral Signal t the Admiral. 
meant to ſound every 'T'woHours after 
rk.—A. M. At 7 the Sylph's Signal 
to come within Hale; ordered her to 
make the Land, 4 paſt 8 made the 
Impetueux Signal to look out N. b. E. 
and the Marlborough's to look out 
E. N. E.—anſwered Marlbro' for the 
Land bearing N. W. h. N. diſtant 4 


Leagues, + paſt 9 made the nw 


ignal to come within Hale, d 
apt" White to proceed to Falmouth 
join Sir Jn* Warren, at 10 the 
general Signal for ſering Land. 


* 
— 4 
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pm 


